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ABSTRACT
The purpose o f th e  study  was to  examine changes th a t  occurred 
in  th e  Polnte Coupee P a rish  school system  during the years o f 
desegregation 1965-1972.
The study was based on a l l  th e  schools o f  Polnte Coupee 
P a rish  and involved a  s tu d en t popu la tion  o f 5 >229 and a  teacher 
population  o f  2kJ i n  1973.
PUPIL POPULATION
Before 1969 desegregation  o f  p u p ils  was on a  freedom of 
choice b a s is . A ction by th e  F i f th  C irc u it  Court o f Appeals in  1969 
a l te re d  the r a t e  o f  deseg regation  f o r  th e  p a r is h . Freedom o f choice 
was dism issed, w ith  th e  co u rt o rdering  a l l  boards under i t s  
ju r is d ic t io n  to  subm it new p lan s  by Ju ly  21, 1969. The Bo in to  
Coupee Parish  School Board p a ire d  a  b lack  and a  w hite  pu b lic  school 
in  each of f iv e  a reas  o f  th e  p a r is h .
The w hite  enrollm ent dropped from 2,3^6 in  1968-1969 to  255 
i n  1969- 1970. These s tu d en ts  e i th e r  dropped o u t or t ra n s fe r re d  to  
one o f the  C atho lic  schools o r  new p r iv a te  schools w ith in  th e  p a r is h  
o r  moved to  a  p r iv a te  school o u ts id e  th e  p a r is h . The p u b lic  school 
enrollm ent in c reased  th e  fo llow ing  year and continued to  in c rease  
through the  years o f  t h i s  s tudy .
v i
TEACHER FOFUIATIQN
The f i r s t  crossover teachers were b lack  and were assigned  to  
w hite schools In  1967. In  19SQ the  board adopted th e  p o licy  o f  h ir in g  
teachers reg a rd le ss  o f  ra c e  to  f i l l  vacancies wherever needed. This 
expanded fa c u lty  desegregation  fo r  th e  e n tire  p a rish .
There was a  la rg e  number o f teacher res ig n a tio n s fo r  th e  
1969-1970 school se ss io n . A t o t a l  o f  31 teachers resigned . There 
were no observable p a tte rn s  as regards teacher re tirem en ts .
ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES
The superv iso ry  s t a f f  was a l l  w hite u n t i l  1969, when a  
reading su p e rv io r, a  b lack , was appointed to  th e  ESEA o ff ic e  s t a f f .
In  1970 a  b lack  was appointed as superv iso r o f elementary in s t ru c t io n .
In  a l l  cases p r in c ip a ls ,  b lack  and w h ite , re ta in e d  th e i r  
p o s it io n s . None were demoted o r t ra n s fe r re d .
One b lack  elem entary school was assigned a white a s s is ta n t  
p r in c ip a l ,  no o th er b lack  school had a  w hite  ad m in istra to r. A ll 
w hite schools were assigned  b lack  a s s is ta n t  p r in c ip a ls .
RESTRUCTURING SCHOOLS
There were two changes made in  th e  p a rish . The form erly  a l l  
w hite L ivonia High School was assigned  grades 7-12, while th e  
form erly a l l  b lack  V alverda School was assigned grades K-6. The In n is
v i i
and Batchelor schools were combined as one school w ith  two sep a ra te  
campuses. S h u ttle  buses were used to  move s tu d en ts .
PRIVATE SCHOOLS
P rio r to  1965 th e re  were two p r iv a te  schools in  th e  p a r is h , 
both  C atholic . One o f  th ese  was desegregated bu t predom inantly w h ite , 
th e  o ther b lack . These were merged in  1971*
Of th e  s ix  p r iv a te  seg reg a tio n  schools founded in  1969, only 
fou r were s t i l l  i n  ex is ten ce  in  1972. Both the  f a c i l i t ie s  and 
studen t bodies o f th e se  schools were w h ite .
The f a c u l t ie s  o f  th e  C a tho lic  and o th er p r iv a te  schools 
v a ried  trem endously. They ranged from a  com pletely c e r t i f i e d  fa c u lty  
to  a  completely u n c e r t if ie d  fa c u l ty .
COMfiJHITY AND PUPIL BfflAVIOR
Community problems cen te red  around th e  p ick e tin g  o f th e  w hite 
schools in  1969. This c rea ted  problems in  th a t  f a c u l ty ,  s tu d e n ts , 
and food su p p lie rs  were unable to  e n te r  th e  campuses.
Problems w ith  p u p ils  were p rim a rily  on an in d iv id u a l b a s is .  
This was la rg e ly  due to  f ig h ts  and u su a l school problem s. Suspensions 
and expulsions peaked in  1970*
There were no schedule changes in  a th le t i c  ev en ts . The only 
change noted was th e  p resence o f  a  deputy s h e r i f f  a t  b a l l  games.
v i i i
E x tra cu rricu la r  a c t iv i t ie s  su ffe re d  somewhat in  th e  e a r ly  
years o f deseg regation . The p r in c ip a ls  in d ic a te d  a  resum ption o f  
most a c t iv i t i e s .  They in d ica ted  th a t  th e  g re a te s t  l im itin g  fa c to r  
in  p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  these  a c t iv i t ie s  was a  m atte r o f  fin an ce . Many 
studen ts could not a ffo rd  club membership dues, sunnier camps, and 




From 1896 to  195*+ th e  South hashed in  th e  id e a  of separa te  
education f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  w hites and non-w hites. This idea had heen 
encouraged by th e  Supreme Court in  th e  ELessy v . Ferguson decision  
o f 1896.
The education  o f  b lacks su ffe red  g re a tly  as a  r e s u l t  o f  th is  
court decision . Since th e  vo ting  power o f blacks was severely  
lim ite d , the  w h ite  p o p u la tio n  p rim arily  held  th e  c o n tro l o f schools 
and a l l  a llo c a tio n s  fo r  them. Thus, w ith  tim e, b lack  education 
became lim ite d . The development o f programs and schools slowed down, 
term  length  grew slow ly , te a c h e rs ' s a la r ie s  in creased  l i t t l e ,  and per 
c a p ita  expenditures fo r  th e  education o f  b lacks was co n s is ten tly  le s s  , 
than  those fo r  w hites (B u llock , 1967)*
Then in  199*+ th e  co u rt reversed  th e  1896 d ec is io n  in  a  new 
decision  r e s u l t in g  from th e  Brown v . Topeka case . This case denied 
the  c o n s t i tu t io n a l i ty  o f  "separa te  b u t equal f a c i l i t i e s . "  Thus 
school boards were faced  w ith  new problem s. They now had to  do 
something about th e  non-w hites under th e i r  ju r is d ic t io n .
Many school boards t r i e d  to  p la c a te  th e  non-whites w ith  
bu ild in g  programs. In  1956 one p a rish  got a  bond is su e  approved 
and so ld  fo r  th e  so le  purpose o f co n stru c tin g  b lack  schools 
(Musemeche e t . a l . , 1972).
1
2S t i l l  th e re  e x is te d  dual school system s. S p e c if ica lly  
speaking, in  Pointe Coupee P a rish  i t  wan not u n t i l  1965 > when th e  
freedom of choice p lan  was p resen te d , t h a t  any "black ch ild ren  attended  
any p rev iously  a ll-w h ite  sch o o ls . Y et, t h i s  p lan  was sh o r t- l iv e d .
In  1969 th e  freedom o f choice p la n  was ru le d  to  he in v a lid .
There were se v e ra l cou rt d ec is io n s concerning the  f in a l  
demise o f dualism. In  1968 in  th e  Green v . County School Board o f 
Hew Kent County. V irg in ia , th e  co u rt ru le d  th a t  " the  t r a n s i t io n  to  
a  u n ita ry , n o n -rac ia l system  o f  p u b lic  education  was and i s  the 
u ltim a te  end to  be brought about . . . . "  This d ec is ion  requ ired  
th e  New Kent County Board to  dev ise  a p lan  to  end dualism  
immediately (S u lliv an , 1971)*
The f in a l  end to  dualism  came in  1969 in  th e  Alexander v .  
Holmes County Board o f Education d e c is io n . The decision  read s,
"The o b lig a tio n  of every school d i s t r i c t  i s  to  term ina te  dual school 
systems a t  once and to  o p e ra te  now and h e re a f te r  only u n ita ry  
schoo ls."  (S u lliv an , 1971) For a l l  in te n ts  and purposes dual 
school systems were dead.
The follow ing study  was designed as an exam ination of some 
o f  the  changes which occurred  in  P o in te  Coupee P a rish  during th e  
1965-1972 period  o f school deseg regation .
3THE PROBLEM
Statem ent o f th e  Problem
What were some o f th e  changes th a t  occurred in  th e  Poin te  
Coupee Parish  school system  during th e  years o f school desegregation  
(1965-1972)?
Answers to  th e  fo llow ing  questions were sought.
1. In  the  a re a  o f  p u p il  popu la tion
a . In  term s o f  e th n ic  groups, what p a tte rn s  o f  
studen t t r a n s f e r s  occurred?
(1) Did th e y  occur v o lu n ta rily ?
(2) Did th ey  occur by court order?
b . In term s o f  e th n ic  groups, what p a tte rn s  o f  t r a n s fe r s  
in to /from  p r iv a te  schools occurred?
2. In  the  a re a  o f  te a c h e r  popu la tion
a . What were th e  p a tte rn s  regard ing  crossover teachers?
b . Were th e re  any observable  p a tte rn s  as to  re s ig n a tio n s?
c . Were th e re  any observable  p a tte rn s  as to  re tirem en ts?
3. In  the  a re a  o f  a d m in is tra tiv e  changes
a . How d id  th e y  a f f e c t  superv isors?
(1) Were th e re  any observable changes as to  number?
(2) Were th e re  any e th n ic  p a tte rn s?
kb . Hew d id  they  a ffe c t p r in c ip a ls?
(1) Hid e x is tin g  p r in c ip a ls  remain?
(2) Were any b lack p r in c ip a ls  rep laced  by w hite  
p rin c ip a ls  or v ice  versa?
(3) Were any b lack  p r in c ip a ls  made a s s i s ta n ts  
under w hite p rin c ip a ls  o r v ice  v e rsa ?
c . How d id  they  a ffe c t a s s is ta n t  p r in c ip a ls ?
(1) To what ex ten t were w hite a s s i s ta n t  p r in c ip a ls  
assigned to  b lack  schools?
(2) To what ex ten t were b lack  a s s i s ta n t  p r in c ip a ls  
assigned to  w hite schools?
(3) How many schools e s tab lish ed  more th a n  one 
a s s is ta n t  p rinc ipalsh ip?
4 . In  th e  a rea  o f  re s tru c tu r in g  e x is tin g  schoo ls
a . Were any schools res truc tu red?
b . What changes were made and fo r  what reasons?
5. In  th e  a rea  o f p riv a te  schools
a . What p r iv a te  schools were in  o p e ra tio n  in  19^5?
b . How many and what kinds o f new schools were formed, 
and how long d id  they  operate?
c . What was th e  source o f  p r iv a te  schoo l f a c u l ty  members?
6 . In  th e  a re a  o f  community and p u p il behavior
a . What kinds o f r a c ia l  d istu rbances occurred?
b . What were th e  p a tte rn s  regard ing  number o f  days 
c lo sed  due to  problems a r is in g  from in te g ra tio n ?
5c . What p a tte rn s  were observed as to  suspensions 
and expulsions?
d . What were th e  changes in  th e  scheduling of 
a th le t i c  events?
e . What changes were found in  o ther e x tra c u rr ic u la r  
a c t iv i t ie s ?
D elim ita tions
The study was based on a l l  th e  schools o f  Pointe  Coupee P arish  
from 1965-1972. The p a rish  had a  s tuden t popu lation  o f 5*229 in  
1973* The s tu d en t popu lation  in  p r iv a te  schools was l ,6 6 l .
The p u b lic  schools employed 2^7 p r in c ip a ls  and teachers in  
1973* and th e  p r iv a te  schools employed 75 p r in c ip a ls  and tea ch e rs . 
There were 10 pub lic  schools and seven p r iv a te  schools in  th e  p a r ish .
Po in te  Coupee P a rish , p rim a rily  a  r u r a l ,  a g ric u ltu re -o r ie n te d  
p a r is h ,  had in  1973 a  r e la t iv e ly  s ta b le  popu lation  o f  approxim ately 
22,000. The popu la tion  peaked a t  2l(-,000 in  19^0.
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
D e fin itio n  o f  Terms
1. In te g ra tio n : th e  mixing o f  b lack  and w hite in d iv id u a ls .
2. Crossover tea ch e r: " teachers teach ing  ch ild ren  who
d i f f e r  r a c ia l ly  from them selves." (C laye, 1971)
63. Black school: r e f e r s  to  any school th a t  was t o t a l ly  
b lack  p r io r  to  any in te g ra tio n  e f f o r t s .
U. White school: r e f e r s  to  any school th a t  was to ta l ly  
w hite  p r io r  to  any in te g ra tio n  e f f o r t s .
5. Behavior: g en e ra lly  means o n e 's  conduct o r u sua l
deportm ent.
6 . R io t: d is tu rb an ce  due to  r a c i a l  ten sio n s and/or 
c o n fro n ta tio n s .
7* P aroch ia l school: non-public schools th a t  a re  church
a f f i l i a t e d .
8 . P riv a te  schoo l: non-public schools th a t  a re  not church
a f f i l i a t e d .
S ignificance o f  th e  Study
Research has been done in  th e  a re a  o f  in te g ra tio n , and 
s tud ies have d e a l t  p r im a r ily  w ith  such areas a s: p u p il achievement,
crossover te a c h e rs , p lans f o r  in te g ra tio n , a t t i tu d e s  towards 
in te g ra tio n  b efo re  and a f te r  th e  f a c t ,  and se v e ra l o th e rs .
This study was conceived to  c o n tr ib u te  to  such l i t e r a t u r e .
I t  covered an extended p e rio d  o f tim e and considered  a v a r ie ty  o f 
fa c to rs  in  a  given lo c a le .
Source and Treatment o f  Data
The study was conducted in  P o in te  Coupee P a rish . The d a ta  
were c o llec ted  from school board m inutes, co u rt o rd e rs , annual 
school r e p o r ts ,  annual a ttendance re p o r ts ,  and f i l e s  o f the
superv iso r o f a ttendance. In terv iew s were conducted w ith  th e  
superin tenden t, h is  s t a f f ,  p r in c ip a ls , and teach e rs .
The d a ta  c o lle c te d  from the  p r iv a te  and p a ro c h ia l schools 
were ob tained  by examining th e  records o f these  schools and from 
in terv iew ing  th e  p r in c ip a ls .
Tabular form was employed to  p resen t th e  d a ta , and th e  
d iscu ssio n  form was used to  p resen t the  trends and p a t te r n s .
Chapter 2
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
The purpose o f  Chapter 2 i s  to  review th e  l i t e r a tu r e  
p e rta in in g  to  th e  a re a s  o u tlin e d  in  th e  statem ent o f  th e  problem.
The m a te r ia l i s  p resen te d  according to  th e  major d iv is io n s  o f the  
statem ent o f th e  problem .
PUPIL POPULATION
S u llivan  (1971) in  h is  study  o f  desegregation  s t r a te g ie s  
l i s t e d  se v e ra l c o u rt cases th a t  le d  to  and f in a l ly  ended dual school 
system s. In  Green v . County School Board o f New Kent County.
V irg in ia  1968 th e  c o u rt s a id  th a t  dualism  must end inm ediately  and 
req u ired  th e  board  to  fu rn ish  a  p lan  th a t  would work. Dual ism was 
f in a l ly  ended in  1969 w ith  th e  d ec is io n  rendered in  th e  Alexander v . 
Holmes County Board o f  Education. This d ec is io n  d ire c te d  the 
immediate end o f  d u a l school system s. S u llivan  a ls o  c i te d  cases 
concerned w ith  busing  and de fa c to  seg reg a tio n . In  Swann v . C harlo tte  
Mecklenburg Board o f  E ducation . 19^9 th e  kth  C irc u it  Court decreed 
th a t busing was an in te g r a l  p a r t  o f pub lic  education  and could thus 
be le g i t im a te ly  used  to  achieve r a c ia l  ba lance . The c i r c u i t  court 
for th e  D is t r i c t  o f  Columbia decreed th a t  de fa c to  seg rega tion  
v io la te d  th e  c o n s t i tu t io n  in  th a t  i t  h u r t m inority  ch ild ren .
8
9S u lliv a n 's  study showed how a l l  doors were opened and le g a l i ty  
conferred  upon any methods to  a t t a in  deseg regation .
The impact o f th e se  d ec is io n s was f e l t  a l l  over th e  South. 
Almost immediately w hites began to  make p lans to  avoid th e  desegregated 
schools. The Washington P o s t, December 1970 in d ic a te d  th a t  th e  
enrollm ent o f w hite s tuden ts  o f  West Baton Rouge P a rish  dropped from 
2,300 to  U00. There was a  g re a t r i s e  in  th e  number of "segregation" 
academies in  th e  South. Even th e  enro llm ent o f  church a f f i l i a t e d  
schools increased .
Anderson (1971) in  a re p o r t to  th e  Southern Regional Council 
noted th a t  in  th e  sou th , u n ita ry  systems have freq u en tly  been 
c rea ted  by c losing  down o r downgrading form erly  a l l -b la c k  schools and 
s h if t in g  the  b lack  s tu d en ts  to  th e  w hite  schoo ls.
The HEW News o f  January l k 9 1971 re le a se d  th e  follow ing 
fig u re s  concerning b lack  enro llm en ts. There were 31*8 p e rcen t o f 
southern  b lack  studen ts e n ro lle d  in  schools w ith  a  predominant w hite 
s tuden t body; 20.4 percen t o f th e  b lacks a tten d ed  predom inantly b lack  
schools ranging from 50 p e rcen t to  79*9 p e rcen t b lack ; 23.1  p e rcen t 
a ttended  desegregated schools in  which th e  enrollm ent was 80 p e rcen t 
o r more b lack ; and l8.1f p e rcen t b lacks a ttended  a l l -b la c k  schoo ls.
R oessler (1970) found th a t  p a re n ts , bo th  b lack  and w h ite , 
were happy w ith  busing fo r  th e  purpose o f in te g ra tio n . They f e l t  
th a t  busing d id  not d e tra c t  from a  c h i ld 's  education . The m in o ritie s
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f e l t  th e  education th e i r  ch ild ren  received  In  th e  desegregated  schools 
was b e t te r  than  th a t  received  In th e  p rev iously  segregated  schoo ls.
Newsweek (September 21, 1970) rep o rted  on th e  phenomenon o f 
nonconformers, whom they  defined  as studen ts who re fu sed  to  a tten d  
schools to  which they had been assigned . Besides t h i s  nonconformism 
p a ren ts  were using o th er devices such as segregated  p r iv a te  schoo ls, 
estab lishm ent o f f a ls e  res id en ces , and seg rega tion  by classroom  
w ith in  schools.
U. S. News and World Report (September 14, 1970) found th a t  
in  Sumter County, Alabama fewer than  100 w hite  c h ild re n  showed up to  
a tten d  c la sse s  w ith  4,100 b lacks. The o th er 850 w hite  c h ild re n  
e n ro lled  in  a  new p r iv a te  school. A lso, rep o rted  was th a t  Twiggs C ity , 
Georgia lo s t  500 o f i t s  900 w hite p u p ils .
TEACHER PORJIATION
Claye (1971) found th e  g re a te s t  problems faced  by crossover 
teachers were d is c ip l in e  and u n fa m ilia r ity  w ith  s tu d e n t 's  background, 
ra c e , and/or language. He found th a t  lack  o f  support in  d is c ip l in e  
problems by p r in c ip a ls  was f e l t  s tro n g ly  by te a c h e rs . He recommended 
th a t  p r in c ip a ls  rea ssess  th e i r  a t t i tu d e s  towards d is c ip l in e  m atters  
and towards e q u a lity  in  treatm ent o f fa c u lty  and s tu d e n ts , both  
b lack  and w hite.
The Report o f  th e  NEA Task Force H I  o f  1970 in d ic a te d  th a t  
in  many school d i s t r i c t s  in  Louisiana and M iss is s ip p i, th e  most 
h ig h ly  q u a lif ie d  b lack  teachers were assigned to  form erly  a ll-w h ite
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schoo ls, w h ile  these  b lack  teach ers  were rep laced  w ith  the  le a s t  
q u a lif ie d  w hites in  t r a in in g  and experience. F u rth e r , in  some 
d i s t r i c t s  w hite  teach e rs  were asked to  t r a n s fe r  w ith  th e  op tion  to  
re fu s e , w hile  b lack  teach ers  were to ld  to  t r a n s fe r  or accept d ism issa l.
Anderson (1971) found th a t  b lack  p r in c ip a ls ,  te a c h e rs , and 
coaches were o f te n  demoted or dism issed, thus depriv ing  th e  b lack  
studen ts o f  t h e i r  a u th o rity  f ig u re s  who gave them p rid e  and a sense 
o f s e c u r i ty . The NEA Task Force I I I  found evidence o f th is  in  both 
Louisiana and M iss iss ip p i. The re p o r t  in d ic a te d  th a t  b lack  teachers 
were d isp laced  by th e  follow ing methods: o u tr ig h t d ism issa ls  and
nonrenewals o f  c o n tra c t;  d isc rim in a to ry  assignm ents and t ra n s fe r  
p ra c tic e s  such as assignm ent to  teach  in  a reas  fo r  which th e  teacher 
was no t c e r t i f i e d ;  and th e  use  o f  newly devised q u a lif ic a tio n  
standards such as th e  N ational Teacher Examination, th e  Graduate 
Record Examination, and th e  Iowa T est o f B asic S k i l l s .
Paul McArdle (1970) in  h is  d o c to ra l re sea rch  found some 
p o s itiv e  a t t i tu d e s  among teach ers  o f both  races  toward in te g ra tio n .
He found th a t  tea ch e rs  were w illin g  to  work w ith  a d m in is tra to rs , 
p r in c ip a ls ,  su p e rv iso rs , and school board members o f th e  opposite 
race in  th e  in te g ra tio n  o f  f a c u l t ie s  o f M iss iss ip p i schools. F u rth e r , 
he found th a t  te a ch e rs  were w il l in g  to  work in  in te g ra te d  team -teaching 
s i tu a t io n s .  Teachers o f  bo th  races  f e l t  th a t  a l l  teachers should be 
given teach ing  and o th e r  p ro fe s s io n a l r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  reg a rd less  o f 
race .
12
M ilton A rte r in  h is  study  o f vo lun tary  and invo lun tary  s t a f f  
desegregation  in  1973 enumerated se v e ra l reasons fo r  teachers leav ing  
th e  pu b lic  school system . Some reasons given were: re tire m e n t,
lack  o f a d m in is tra tiv e  su p p o rt, s tuden t d is c ip l in e ,  teach e rs  were not 
consu lted  by ad m in is tra tiv e  s t a f f  about problem s, spouse accepted 
another jo b , and th e  tea ch e r was pu t in to  a  d i f f e re n t  k ind o f 
teaching  experience.
A lbert Baxter (1970) found th a t  race  was a  major fa c to r  in  
teach e r displacem ents in  Alabama. He found th a t  male Negro teach ers  
were d isp laced  more th an  female Negro te a c h e rs , w ithout regard  to  
age and experience. He a lso  found th a t  academic t r a in in g  and th e  
in s t i tu t io n  from which th e  t r a in in g  was rece ived  were no t r e la te d  to  
teach e r displacem ent.
U. S. News and World Report (June 7 , 1965) rep o rted  th a t  
b lack  teach e rs  were being  dropped. The fe d e ra l  government, a t  th a t  
tim e , in d ic a te d  i t s  i n a b i l i t y  to  cope w ith  th is  problem because 
fe d e ra l funds were no t used to  h i r e  te a c h e rs .
ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES
Many s tu d ie s  have been done in  t h i s  a re a . These s tu d ies  
c o n s is te n tly  show th a t  b lac k  ad m in is tra to rs  have been dism issed o r 
demoted.
The American Friends Service Committee and th e  N ational 
Council o f  Churches o f C h ris t in  t h e i r  r e p o r t  in  1970 and in  another 
re p o r t  hy Anderson (1971) found th a t  b lack  p r in c ip a ls  were being 
demoted o r dism issed. There was d i r e c t  d ism is sa l in  some cases, 
demotion to  n o n c e rtif ie d  p o s it io n s , and th e n  d ism issa l in  o th er cases.
C olquit (1972) in  h is  re sea rch  on b lac k  ad m in istra to rs  in  
Indiana schools found th a t  more b lack  ad m in is tra to rs  were employed 
in  s t a f f  p o s itio n s  in  1972 than in  1969. During th e  same period  o f 
tim e, 1969 to  1972, th e  percentage o f  b lack  a d m in is tra to rs  in  h igher 
s ta tu s  o r l in e  p o s itio n s  decreased.
Pozdol (1970) found th a t  b lack  a d m in is tra to rs  in  Indiana 
were u su a lly  found as elem entary school p r in c ip a ls ,  a s s is ta n t  
p r in c ip a ls ,  o r in  th e  c e n tra l  school board  o f f ic e .  A lso, b lack  
ad m in is tra to rs  were in  schools which were predom inatly  b lack  in  
studen t enro llm ent. F u rth e r , most b lack  a d m in is tra to rs  had been 
appointed s ince  th e  c iv i l  r ig h ts  movement began.
According to  E vere tt Abney's study  o f b lack  ad m in is tra to rs  in  
F lo r id a , th e  number o f b lacks leav ing  p r in d p a ls h ip s  was tw ice th a t  
o f  w h ites . He a lso  found th a t  w hites leav in g  p r in d p a ls h ip s  were more 
l ik e ly  to  be promoted to  decision-m aking p o s i t io n s  th an  were b lac k s .
In  a  study done on th e  displacem ent o f  b lack  h igh  school 
ad m in is tra to rs  in  F lo r id a 's  te n  la rg e s t  c o u n tie s , Joseph Orr (1972) 
found th a t :  th e  scope and momentum o f  d eseg rega tion  increased  during
th e  p e rio d  September 1967 to  June 1972; th e re  was a  s tro n g  r e la t io n ­
sh ip  between desegregation  and th e  decrease  in  th e  number o f b lack
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h igh  school p r in c ip a ls ;  most h igh schools adm in istered  by b lack  
p r in c ip a ls  were e i th e r  c lo sed  or changed to  elem entary, m iddle, o r 
ju n io r  h igh  schools; no d isp laced  h igh  school p r in c ip a l  was dism issed 
o r  fo rced  to  re s ig n ; a l l  d isp laced  h igh  school p r in c ip a ls  regarded 
t h e i r  displacem ent as a  d i r e c t  outcome o f desegregation ; and no 
w h ite  h igh  school p r in c ip a l  was d isp laced .
Jeremiah Floyd (1973) rep o rted  th a t  th e  number o f b lack  
p r in c ip a ls  decreased in  22 o f U6 coun ties in  South C aro lina . The 
number decreased from lk2  in  1963-196** to  *+6 in  1972- 1973. The r a te  
o f  decrease  fo r  b lack  p r in c ip a ls  was fo u r tim es th a t  o f w hite 
p r in c ip a ls .
P a t r ic ia  L u tte rb ie  (197*0 in  a  paper p resen ted  a t  th e  
American Educational Research A ssocia tion  annual meeting rep o rted  
t h a t  b lack  educators experienced job displacem ent in  th e  form o f 
d ism is sa l, demotion, o r t r a n s fe r  not i n i t i a t e d  by th e  b lack  admin- 
i s t r a t o r .  She a lso  rep o rte d  th a t  th e  number o f  p r in d p a ls h ip s  he ld  
by b lacks was d isp ro p o rtio n a te ly  low, and th a t  th e re  have been only 
a  few b lack  ad m in istra to rs  occupying re g u la r ly  funded, h a rd lin e , 
d i s t r i c t - l e v e l  p o s it io n s .
RESTRUCTURING EXISTING SCHOOLS
The onset o f p u b lic  school deseg regation  produced changes in  
e x is tin g  schoo ls. Anderson (1971) in  h is  re p o r t  to  th e  Southern 
Regional Council found th a t  u n ita ry  school systems were freq u en tly
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c rea ted  by c losing  down o r downgrading form erly  a l l -b la c k  schools 
and s h if t in g  th e  b lack  s tu d en ts  to  w hite  schoo ls.
ELridge Gendron (1971) in  b is  study o f c e r ta in  F lo rid a  
schools rep o rted  th a t  o f th e  schools phased ou t alm ost a l l  were 
b lack  schools. He fu r th e r  rep o rte d  th a t  desegregation  re s u l te d  in  
changes in  th e  o rg an iza tio n a l p a t te rn  o f grades w ith in  school 
d i s t r i c t s .
Orr (1972) in  h is  study  o f  d isp laced  p r in c ip a ls  in  F lo r id a 's  
te n  la rg e s t  counties found th a t  most h igh  schools w ith  b lack  
ad m in istra to rs  were e i th e r  c lo sed  o r changed to  elem entary, m iddle, 
o r ju n io r  high schools.
Bundy (1970) in  h e r study  o f desegregation  a c t iv i t i e s  in  
e ig h t se lec te d  school d i s t r i c t s  in  North C aro lina  rep o rte d  th a t  
50 pe rcen t o f non-white f a c i l i t i e s  were e i th e r  abandoned, so ld  and/or 
leased  to  c iv i l  agencies. The o th e r  50 p e rcen t were used fo r  
in te g ra te d  schools.
PRIVATE SCHOOLS
With th e  advent o f deseg regation  o f  pub lic  schools in  th e  
South came an increase  in  p r iv a te  school growth. U. S. News and 
World Report (November 10, 1969) rep o rte d  th a t  r e s is ta n c e  to  school 
in te g ra tio n  produced hundreds o f  new p r iv a te  schools fo r  w hites in  
th e  South. At th a t  time th e re  were te n  tim es as many p r iv a te  schools 
as befo re  the  passage o f th e  196U C iv il  R ights A ct. School o f f i c i a l s
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in  th e  South were frig h ten ed  a t  th e  lo s s  o f p u b lic  school p u p ils  
because o f  th e  re s u ltin g  decrease  in  p e r  c a p ita  support from fe d e ra l ,  
s t a t e ,  and lo c a l  governments.
The M ississipp i le g is la tu r e  in  an attem pt to  provide fo r  
w hites leav ing  th e  pub lic  schools fo r  p r iv a te  schools rushed p lans 
fo r  tu i t io n  g ran ts  fo r those a tten d in g  p r iv a te  schools (U. S. Hews 
and World R eport; Ju ly  20, 1964).
The problem in  L ouisiana was as acu te  as in  o th er s t a te s .  
Newsweek (September 7 , 1970) rep o rte d  th a t  L ouisiana l o s t  an 
estim ated  t o t a l  o f 150,000 c h ild re n  to  p r iv a te  schools in  1969.
The Washington Post (December 26, 1970) rep o rted  th e  
enrollm ent in  West Baton Rouge P a rish  in  1969 dropped from 2,300 to  
400. By th e  f a l l  o f  1970 th e  w hite  enrollm ent was up and th e  number 
o f  p r iv a te  schools had dropped from seven to  two. S im ilar r e s u l ts  
were rep o rte d  in  both Evangeline and S t .  Landry P a rish es.
The NEA Task Force H I  a lso  looked in to  p r iv a te  schools in  
L ouisiana and M iss iss ip p i. The Report noted th a t  th e re  were 421 
p r iv a te  schools o f  a l l  types in  L ouisiana by th e  end of th e  1969-1970 
school y e a r . Of th is  number 32 were a c c re d ite d  by th e  Southern 
A ssocia tion  o f  Colleges and Schools, 106 were s t a te  approved, and 
222 were opera ting  w ithout any form o f  a c c re d ita t io n . Of these  
p r iv a te  schools in  L ouisiana, th re e  were opened during th e  1968-1969 
school y e a r , and 38 were opened during  th e  1969-1970 school y ear.
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The Report a lso  noted th a t  the  g re a te s t  exodus o f w h ite  
teach e rs  and p u p ils  in  L ouisiana and M iss issipp i occurred in  
d i s t r i c t s  w ith  a  la rg e  b lack  popu la tion . This was accompanied by 
low ering o f ta x  r a te s  in  some d i s t r i c t s .
The Task Force a lso  found th a t  p u p ils  e n ro lle d  in  p r iv a te  
schools were being  tra n sp o rte d  in  pub lic  school b u ses, and were using  
m a te ria ls  and f a c i l i t i e s  on loan  from th e  pu b lic  schoo ls. Many 
p r iv a te  schools were lo c a te d  in  former pub lic  school b u ild in g s  which 
were e i th e r  lea sed  o r bought from pub lic  school boards.
The Report a lso  included  a note o f encouragement in  th a t  
p r iv a te  seg rega tion  academies had a  low re te n tio n  r a t e .  S everal 
d i s t r i c t s  rep o rte d  in c reases  in  w hite p u p il enrollm ent during th e  
second year o f  in te g ra tio n .
COMMUNITY AND PUPIL BEHAVIOR
New York p a re n ts  re a c te d  to  th e  t r a n s fe r  o f c h ild re n  from 
neighborhood schools by s tag in g  s i t - i n s  a t  th e  neighborhood schoo ls. 
They u su a lly  brought t h e i r  c h ild ren  w ith  them to  th e  s i t - i n s  (U. S. 
News and World R eport; October 19, 196*1-).
Southern w hites expressed fe a r  th a t  a c tu a l  a ttem pts to  open 
desegregated  schools would b rin g  widespread v io lence  and bloodshed 
(U. S. News and World R eport; Jh ly  20, 196*0*
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U. S. News (September 14, 1970) rep o rted  th a t  during th e  
1969-1970 school year th e re  was a n o ticeab le  step-up  in  s tuden t 
p ro te s t  over s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  is s u e s .  Clashes between b lacks 
and w hites in c reased .
The Southern Education Council (1972) in  a re p o r t  found th a t  
re seg re g a tio n  was a  f a c t  in  many sou thern  schools and th a t  t h i s  had 
given r i s e  to  problem s. I t  a lso  found widespread s tu d en t u n re s t  as 
symptomatic o f rac ism , in s e n s i t iv i ty ,  and in ju s t ic e .  The Council 
found such w idespread suspensions and expulsions th a t  i t  questioned 
th e  e ffe c tiv e n e ss  o f th e se  methods to  enforce d is c ip l in e .  F u rth e r , 
th e  in c reased  use  o f  p o lic e  and s e c u r i ty  guards d id  not seem to  have 
e lim ina ted  o r s ig n i f ic a n t ly  decreased d is c ip l in a ry  problem s.
Newsweek (September 7 , 1970) rep o rte d  th e  Randolph County, 
V irg in ia  school board suspended e x tra c u r r ic u la r  a c t iv i t i e s  r a th e r  
th an  have b lacks and w hites m ingle o u ts id e  th e  classroom .
P a tte rso n  (1970) in  h is  study o f  f i r s t  year deseg regation  in  
an urban h igh  school found th a t  th re e  major in c id en ts  o f v io len ce  a t  
th e  h igh  school r e s u l te d  in  th e  e a r ly  c lo s in g  o f th e  schoo l. The 
c o n f l ic t  caused changes in  th e  school as reg ard s: curriculum  and
studen t a c t i v i t i e s ,  s tu d en t conduct, f a c u l ty  and s t a f f ,  f a c i l i t i e s  
and tra n s p o r ta t io n , and community-school r e la t io n s .
Chapter 3
PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA
This chap ter con ta ins th e  d a ta  In d ica ted  In  th e  statem ent o f 
th e  problem. The areas o f p u p il  popu la tion , te a ch e r popu la tion , 
a d m in is tra tiv e  changes, re s tru c tu r in g  of e x is tin g  sch o o ls , and 
community and p u p il  behavior a re  included.
PUPIL POPULATION
Public re a c t io n  to  th e  decisions o f  th e  P o in te  Coupee P arish  
School Board and th e  co u rts  was ev ident in  th e  movement o f p u p ils  
in to  and from th e  p u b lic , p r iv a te ,  and p a ro c h ia l schoo ls. In te g ra tio n  
on th e  freedom o f  choice b a s is  d id  no t cause as much o f a withdrawal 
from th e  p u b lic  schools as d id  th e  more s tr in g e n t  c o u rt o rders o f  th e  
summer o f 1969* G reater movement o f s tuden ts  in to  p r iv a te  and 
p a ro ch ia l schools w ith in  and o u tsid e  o f Poin te  Coupee P arish  occurred 
in  th e  f a l l  o f  1969. ;
V oluntary T ransfers  ;
i
P rio r  to  1965 th e  s tu d en ts  o f Poin te  Coupee P a rish  a ttended  
te n  schoo ls; f iv e  were considered  w hite  and f iv e  b lack .
The w hite  schools included  Inn is High School, Morganza High 
School, Rougon High School, L ivonia High School, and Foydras High 
School. Each o f  th e se  schools included  grades 1-12 and had enrollm ents
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varying from th e  lower th re e  hundreds to  the  h igher f iv e  hundreds. 
There were only two b lack  schools w ith  grades 1-12, B atchelo r High 
School and Rosenwald High School. Their enrollm ents ranged from th e  
1100's  to  17 0 0 's . The th re e  o ther b lack  schools were elem entary
schoo ls. LaBarre Elementary had grades 1-7; S t. Alma Elementary and
Valverda Elementary each had grades 1-8. The enrollm ents o f  th e se  
b lack  elem entary schools ranged from th e  mid two hundreds to  th e  mid 
th re e  hundreds.
The f i r s t  move towards in te g ra tio n  o f the  schools o f  P o in te  
Coupee came about during th e  summer of 1965. The board was o rdered  
by the  cou rts  under C iv il Action 3164 to  in te g ra te  grades 1 and 12 by 
September o f  th a t  year (Banner; Ju ly  15, 1968) . F u r th e r , th e  o rder 
which was signed  by Judge E. Gordon West s t ip u la te d  th a t  in te g ra t io n  
would be extended downward from grade 12 and upwards from grade 1 , 
one grade a t  a  tim e , each year u n t i l  th e  schools would be com pletely
in te g ra te d . This would be done by 1968 (Banner; Ju ly  22 , 1965)*
Aware o f th e  court ru lin g , th e  Pointe  Coupee P a rish  School 
Board s u b s ti tu te d  a  p lan  based on th e  freedom o f choice ph ilosophy . 
Forms were se n t out whereby a  studen t might in d ic a te  which school he 
would l ik e  to  a tte n d . I f  th ese  requests were w ith in  rea so n , 
considering  tra n s p o r ta tio n  fo r  example, they  were g ran ted .
During th e  f i r s t  y e a r, 1965- 1966, th e re  was only  one t r a n s fe r  
in  th e  p a r is h ;  a  b lack  12th  grader e le c ted  to  a tte n d  fo rm erly  w hite  
Inn is High School. The follow ing year th e re  were 18 b lack s in  
form erly a l l  w hite  schools and no w hites in  b lack  schoo ls. The
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1967-1968 school y ear showed a  much la rg e r  number o f b lack  t r a n s fe r  
s tu d e n ts , 232. Again, no w hite studen ts moved to  b lack  schoo ls. In
1968-1969 th e  number o f t ra n s fe rs  decreased to  168 b lacks and again 
no w hites t r a n s fe r re d .
Table 1 shows r e g is t r a t io n  f ig u re s , by school, and ra c e , fo r  
th e  school se ss io n  1965-1966 to  1971- 1972.
Court Ordered T ransfers
The summer  o f 1969 saw more changes occurring . The F if th  
C irc u it  Court o f  Appeals threw out th e  freedom of choice p lan  fo r  
in te g ra tio n  and ordered  a l l  boards to  submit new plans by Ju ly  21, 
1969 (Banner; Ju ly  17, 1969)*
D is t r i c t  Judge E. Gordon West c r i t ic i z e d  th e  d ec is io n  of th e  
F i f th  C irc u it  Court and urged school boards w ith in  F i f th  C irc u it  
ju r is d ic t io n  to  appeal th e  d ec is io n  to  th e  U. S. Supreme Court 
(S ta te-T im es; June 10, 1969) . But, perhaps being r e a l i s t i c  about 
such an appeal and i t s  probable outcome, th e  Pointe  Coupee Board 
began fo rm ulating  a  p lan  o f  i t s  own.
According to  th e  p a rish  newspaper The Pointe Coupee Banner 
o f June 26, 1969, th e  Pointe Coupee P arish  School Board met w ith  a 
v i s i t in g  H ealth , Education and W elfare team. Subsequent re fe rence  
to  t h i s  agency w i l l  use th e  i n i t i a l s  HEW. The board’s a tto rn e y ,
John Ward, s ta te d  th a t  th e  board might p re se n t i t s  own p lan  to  the 
HEW team o r th e  team might c o lle c t  i t s  own d a ta  and form ulate i t s  
own p lan .
Table 1
P up il Enrollm ents, Poin te  Coupee P a rish  Public School System 
School Session 1965-1966 to  1971-1972
School
1965-1966 1966-1967 1967-1968 1968-1969 1969-1970 1970-1971 1971-1972
B1 Wh B1 Wh B1 Wh B1 Wh B1 Wh B1 Wh EL Wh
Rougon 0 399 1+ 392 20 1+18 19 363 11 10l+ 362 ll+o 301 182
S t. Alma 300 0 295 0 275 0 253 0 161+ 0 173 0 11+6 0
Livonia 0 565 1+ 557 20 572 31 609 112 17 161+ 179 150 198
Valverda 2U6 0 2k6 0 21+2 0 219 0 106 0 191+ 283 198 290
Poydras 0 637 10 631+ 138 61+5 60 622 321+ 0 239 217 21+5 285
Rosenwald l 8 l l 0 1721 0 1590 0 1612 0 1181+ 0 1158 0 1253 0
Morganza 0 321 0 332 5 31+6 13 351+ 161 83 237 170 215 181+
LaBarre 357 0 1+66 0 U27 0 1+12 0 225 0 253 0 257 0
In n is 1 330 0 366 1*9 373 1+5 398 21+8 50 * * * *
B atchelor 1199 0 1199 0 1110 0 1036 0 711+ 1 * * * *
Upper P o in te  
Coupee 1075 21+0 989 272
T o ta l 391^ 2252 39^5 2281 3876 2351+ 3700 231+6 321+9 255 3855 1229 3751+ ll+ ll
*These r e g is t r a t io n  f ig u re s  a re  l i s t e d  w ith  Upper Poin te  Coupee
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The HEW team d id  submit a p lan  which was based on th e  p a ir in g  
o f schoo ls. (See F igure  1 fo r  school lo c a t io n .)  The HEW plan  
provided fo r  c h ild ren  in  grades 4-7 to  a tte n d  S t. Alma, w hile those 
s tu d en ts  in  grades 1-3 and grades 8-12 would be assigned to  the  
Rougon School. The In n is  School and B atchelor School were a lso  
p a ire d  w ith  grades 1-3 lo ca ted  a t  In n is  and grades 4-12 lo ca ted  a t  
B atchelor. S tudents in  grades 1-3 and 9-12 would a tten d  the  
Marganza School; w hile s tuden ts  in  grades 4-8 would be assigned to  
th e  LaBarre School. Grades 1-4 and grades 5-12 would be loca ted  a t  
th e  Poydras and Rosenwald schools re s p e c tiv e ly . The Livonia- 
V alverda u n it  would lo c a te  grades 1-3 and 8-12 a t  th e  Livonia School 
and grades 4-7 a t  th e  Valverda School (Banner; Ju ly  10, 1969)* The 
Poin te  Coupee P arish  School Board r e je c te d  th e  HEW p lan  and decided 
to  submit i t s  own p lan  (Morning Advocate; Ju ly  8 , 1969) .
In  carry ing  ou t th e  mandate o f  th e  F i f th  C irc u it  Court,
Judge West allowed fo r  a  two s te p , two year in te g ra tio n  p rocess.
This would involve p a ir in g  o f grades 1-6 th e  f i r s t  year and grades 
7-12 th e  second y ear. He d id  not in d ic a te  th e  manner in  which th i s  
was to  be done (Banner; Ju ly  31, 1969) .
The school board p lan  involved th e  follow ing elementary 
p a ir in g s : Rougon and S t. Alma; Morganza and LaBarre; Inn is and
B atchelor; Poydras and Rosenwald. The w hite  schools would have a l l  


























Rougon High School 
S t. Alma Elementary School 
Inn is High School 
Batchelor High School 
Mbrganza High School
6 . LaBarre Elementary School
7. Poydras High School
8 . Rosenwald High School
9 . L ivonia High School
10. V alverda Elementary School
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L ivonia and V alverda would d i f f e r  in  th a t  L ivonia would have grades 
1-4 and V alverda would have grades 5-6 . Grades 7-12 would rem ain 
unchanged in  a l l  schools (Banner; August 21, 1969).
There were se v e ra l re a c tio n s  to  th e  co u rt o rder and th e  
subsequent p lan  fo r  in te g ra tio n . One such re a c t io n  was th e  
o rg an iza tio n  of th e  P o in te  Coupee Chapter o f  Concerned C itiz en s  fo r  
Q ua lity  Education (CCQE). I t s  aims cen tered  around freedom o f  
cho ice , lo c a l  c o n tro l o f  schoo ls, neighborhood schools and o p p o sitio n  
to  fe d e ra l  c o n tro l o f  education  (Banner; Ju ly  24, 1969)*
Another re a c tio n  was th e  founding o f  p r iv a te  sch o o ls . There 
were s ix  o f  th ese  schools s ta r te d  during th e  summer and f a l l  o f  1969* 
They were Tenth Ward P r iv a te , LeJeune Academy, L ivonia Academy, Old 
R iver Academy, F a lse  R iver Academy, and Is la n d  Side Academy. One 
schoo l, F a lse  R iver Academy, ob tained  th e  se rv ic e s  o f a  r e t i r e d  
p u b lic  school su p e rv iso r as a co n su ltan t in  th e  h ir in g  o f a  p r in c ip a l  
and fa c ility  and in  s e t t in g  up a  program (Banner; Ju ly  24, 1969)*
The most pronounced re a c tio n  to  th e  c o u rt o rder was th e  
alm ost t o t a l  boyco tt o f th e  p u b lic  schools by w hite  s tu d e n ts . There 
was a lso  p ick e tin g  o f th e  w hite schools as w e ll as n o n - re g is tra tio n  
o f s tu d en ts  (S ta te-T lm es; August 26, 1969) .
Table 1 fo r  th e  school se ss io n  1969-1970 shows th e  w hite  
enrollm ent dropped from 2,346 in  1968-1969 to  255 in  1969-1970. The 
b lack  enrollm ent dropped from 3 >700 in  1968-1969 to  3 >249 in  1969-1970.
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Y et, th e  b lac k  enrollm ent in  w hite  schools went from 168 in  1968-1969 
to  856 in  1969-1970. B atchelor High School had th e  only w hite 
s tu d en t i n  any h lack  school.
As a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  drop in  en ro llm en ts, th e  school board 
p e t i t io n e d  th e  co u rt fo r  a r e tu rn  to  th e  freedom of choice p lan . The 
board c i te d  th e  drop in  enrollm ent and attendance  as cause fo r  th e  
req u est (Banner; October 2 , 1969) .  The co u rt denied t h i s  p e t i t io n  
and ordered  th e  board to  in te g ra te  a l l  schools by February 1 , 1970.
The board ignored th e  o rder because i t  f e l t  th e  p a ir in g  order o f the 
previous Ju ly  25 s t i l l  was in  e f fe c t  (Sbate-Tlm es; January 7 , 1970).
About t h i s  tim e a  sp e c ia l  se ss io n  o f th e  Louisiana L eg isla tu re  
enacted  a  law re -e s ta b l is h in g  freedom o f choice in  L ouisiana. The 
b i l l  was signed  in to  law by Governor McKeithen on February 23, 1970 
(B tate-T im es; February 23, 1970).
The P o in te  Coupee P a rish  Chapter o f th e  CCQE p e tit io n e d  th e  
school board  to  fo llow  th e  s ta te  law concerning freedom o f  choice.
The b o a rd 's  a tto rn e y , John Ward, in d ic a te d  th a t  i t  would be 
ad v isab le  to  w a it u n t i l  t e s t  cases in  o th er p a rish e s  and New York 
s t a te  were heard  (S tate-T im es; March 19, 1970).
The school board decided to  delay  th e  opening o f school from 
August 25 , 1970, to  September 8 , 1970, s ince  i t  was aw aiting the  
co u rt ru l in g  on th e  b o a rd 's  amended deseg regation  p lan  (Banner;
August 20 , 1970). The amended p lan  was dev ised  by the  board in  
coopera tion  w ith  b i r a c ia l  committees which were formed in  th e  
v a rio u s  p a r ts  o f  th e  p a r is h .
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The p lan  o f  th e  h i r a c ia l  committees as approved by Judge West 
d iv ided  th e  p a rish  in to  f iv e  areas o r  zones. The Morganza-LaBarre 
and Rougon-St. Alma u n its  were id e n t ic a l .  The elem entary studen ts 
involved here  would r e g is te r  a t  th e  schoo l in  t h e i r  a rea . However, 
a f te r  r e g is t r a t io n  they  could t r a n s fe r  to  th e  o th e r  school in  th e i r  
a rea . Thus, a  s tuden t could r e g is te r  a t  S t .  Alma bu t then  tr a n s fe r  
to  Rougon. The h igh  school studen ts would a tte n d  Rougon o r  Morganza. 
B atchelor and Inn is would be considered  one schoo l w ith  two campuses 
w ith  s tu d e n ts  being assigned to  a  s p e c if ic  campus a f t e r  r e g is t r a t io n .  
Poydras and Rosenwald would remain 1-12 schools w ith  s tuden ts coming 
from w ith in  each school zone. L ivonia and V alverda had a  d if fe re n t  
program. A ll studen ts in  grades 1-6 would a tte n d  V alverda, and 
s tu d en ts  in  grades 7-12 would a tten d  L ivonia  (Banner; August 27, 1970).
Because of th e  quick ru lin g  by th e  c o u r t ,  th e  board rescheduled 
th e  opening o f school to  September 1 , 1970 r a th e r  than  September 8.
The schoo l board changed th e  name o f  th e  B a tch e lo r-In n is  u n i t  to  the 
Upper P o in te  Coupee P arish  School (Banner; September 17, 1970).
Table 1 shows th a t  fo r  th e  schoo l s e s s io n  1970-1971 w hite 
enrollm ents increased  throughout th e  p a r is h  w ith  S t. Alma, Rosenwald 
and LaBarre being exceptions. Blank en ro llm ents increased  in  a l l  
schools except Poydras, Rosenwald, and Morganza.
For th e  1971-1972 school s e s s io n , th e  w h ite  enrollm ents 
in c reased  over the  1970-1971 f ig u re s  in  every school w ith  th e  same 
excep tions: S t. Alma, Rosenwald, and LaBarre. In te re s t in g ly , th e
b lack  enrollm ent f lu c tu a te d . Rougon, L ivon ia , Morganza, Upper Pointe
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Coupee, and S t . Alma showed a drop in  enrollm ent w hile Poydras, 
V alverda, Rosenwald, and LaBarre showed an in crease . This r e f l e c t s  
a  lo ss  o f  210 b lack  s tu d en ts  from th e  f i r s t  group and in c re a se  o f  109 
in  th e  o th e r .
T ransfers in to /from  P riv a te  and P aroch ia l Schools
Several p r iv a te  schools were e s tab lish ed  w ith in  th e  p a r is h  in  
th e  f a l l  o f  1969. These were F a lse  R iver Academy, Tenth Ward P riv a te  
School, Old R iver Academy, Guy Bueche, I n c . ,  L ivonia Academy, and 
LeJeune Academy. There were a lso  two C atholic  schools in  th e  p a r is h . 
C atho lic  High School o f  Poin te  Coupee was founded in  190U and 
S t. A ugustine 's Elementary School in  1936.
The newly founded p r iv a te  schools were to ta l ly  w hite  in  
membership. There were no enrollm ent records fo r  Tenth Ward and 
Livonia Academy fo r  1969-1970, bu t th e  o th er p r iv a te  schools showed 
a combined w hite  enrollm ent o f  786 s tu d en ts .
C atholic  High School showed an increase  in  w hite  e n ro llmen t  
from 516 in  1968-1969 to  639 in  1969-1970. The b lack  enrollm ent a t  
C atho lic  High decreased by two studen ts during th a t  y e a r . S t .  
A ugustine, th e  b lack  elem entary school, showed an in crease  o f  only  
15 b lack  s tuden ts fo r  th e  1969-1970 school sess io n .
There were a lso  w hite  studen ts who en ro lled  in  p r iv a te  
schools o u ts id e  Pointe Coupee P a rish . A t o t a l  o f 309 s tu d e n ts  
e n ro lled  in  schools as Sacred Heart in  M oreauville,  S t. Jo sep h 's  in
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P lauchev iU e , Hardwicke McMasters in  Baton Rouge, W estside Academy in  
West Baton Rouge, S t. James Episcopal in  Baton Rouge, Redem ptoriat in  
Baton Rouge, Sacred H eart in  Baton Rouge, Robert L iv ingston  Academy 
in  Baton Rouge, Krotz Springs Academy in  S t . Landry P a rish , and 
Rosedale Academy in  Ib e rv i l le  P a rish .
TEACHER POPULATION
The tea ch e r popu la tion  o f Poin te  Coupee P a rish  v a rie d  somewhat 
during th e  years o f th e  study . The number o f b lack  teach e rs  employed 
increased  from a  low o f  138 fo r  th e  1965-1966 school se ss io n  to  a  
high o f  163 f o r  th e  1970-1971 school se ss io n , and a  drop to  160 fo r  
th e  1971-1972 school se ss io n . The number o f w hite teach e rs  remained 
a t  10^ fo r  th e  f i r s t  th re e  years o f th e  s tu d y , th en  peaked a t  123 fo r  
th e  1968-1969 school se ss io n . This decreased to  91 fo r  th e  1969-1970 
school se ss io n , then  dropped to  85 th e  follow ing year and f i n a l ly  
increased  to  90 fo r  th e  1971-1972 school se ss io n .
Crossover Teachers
There were no crossover teachers in  th e  p a r is h  p r io r  to  th e
1967-1988 school se ss io n , and a t  th a t  tim e the . board asked fo r  
v o lu n teers  to  be crossover te a c h e rs . As a  r e s u l t  f iv e  b lack  teach e rs  
vo lun teered  to  go to  w hite  schoo ls. Each o f th e  w hite  schools 
rece iv ed  one b lack  te a c h e r . There were no w hite teach e r v o lu n te e rs .
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A fte r th i s  f i r s t  year th e  heard  decided to  h i r e  teach e rs  
reg a rd le ss  o f race  to  f i l l  vacancies wherever needed. Thus th e
1968-1969 school se ss io n  showed a la rg e r  number o f crossover te a c h e rs . 
There were 11 w hite  teach e rs  in  b lack  schools and 12 b lack  teach ers  
in  w hite schoo ls.
The 1969-1970 school sess io n  was q u ite  d i f f e r e n t .  The co u rt 
o rder o f  August, 1970 req u ired  th a t  teachers as w e ll as s tu d en ts  move 
in  l in e  w ith  th e  p a ir in g . In  th e  Marganza-LaBarre u n i t  th e  w hite  
teachers moved to  LaBarre although th e  studen ts d id  n o t. The b lack  
teachers a t  LaBarre remained th e re . Morganza gained s ix  new b lack  
teach ers  th a t  year fo r  a t o t a l  o f e ig h t.
N either teach e rs  nor studen ts moved in  th e  Poydras-Rosenwald 
u n i t .  Poydras had i t s  f i r s t  b lack  teacher assigned  in  1968. This 
was increased  to  10 fo r  th e  1969-1970 school se ss io n . Rosenwald was 
assigned two w hite  teach ers  in  1968; t h i s  number was unchanged u n t i l  
1971 when another w hite  teach e r was assigned.
Three w hite  teach e rs  were assigned to  B atchelor in  1968. The 
follow ing year two w hite  teach e rs  moved from Inn is to  B atchelo r. In  
1967 one b lack  teach er was assigned to  In n is ; th e  fo llow ing y ear one 
more was assigned . E ight b lack  teachers were assigned  to  In n is  in  
th e  f a l l  o f 1969* The combining o f Inn is and B atchelor in to  th e  
Upper Poin te  Coupee School, in  essence, e lim inated  th e  r a c i a l  id e n t i ty  
and assignment o f th e  te a c h e rs .
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The f i r s t  b lack  tea ch e r a t  Rougon was assigned in  1967* With 
th e  cou rt o rder o f 1969 th e  number o f  b lack  teach ers  a t  Rougon was 
increased  to  fo u r . There were two w hite  teach e rs  assigned  to  
S t. Alma in  1968. This number was th e  same u n t i l  1970 when i t  was 
reduced to  one.
There were th re e  w hite  teach e rs  who were se n t to  V alverda in  
1969, bu t they  were newly h ire d  and d id  no t t r a n s fe r  from Livonia.
This number was in creased  to  seven in  1970 and remained th e  same fo r  
1971. L ivonia was assigned  i t s  f i r s t  b lack  teach e r in  1967. This 
number increased  every y ear to  a  h igh  o f  s ix  in  1971.
Table 2 shows tea ch e r placem ent by race  and school. The 
1970-1971 school se ss io n  shows a t o t a l  o f 29 w hite  teachers in  b lack  
schools and 83 b lack  tea ch e rs  in  w hite  schoo ls. These la rg e  f ig u re s  
a re  d e f in i te ly  in flu en ced  by th e  Upper Poin te  Coupee School which 
combined In n is  and B a tche lo r. The 1971-1972 school sess io n  shows 27 
w hite teachers in  b lack  schools and 82 b lack  teach e rs  in  w hite  schoo ls.
As can be seen in  Table 2 , th e  number o f b lack  teachers 
increased  from 138 in  1965-1966 to  160 in  1971-1972. The w hite 
teacher popu la tion  v a rie d  from a h igh  o f 123 in  1968-1969 to  a  low of 
85 in  1970-1971.
Teacher R esignations
A pparently th e re  were req u ests  by many teach e rs  fo r  leaves of 
absence fo r  th e  school se ss io n  1969-1970. According to  The Poin te  
Coupee Banner o f  November 20 , 1969, th e  school board a t  i t s  re g u la r
Table 2
Teacher Placement by Race and School, Pointe  Coupee P a rish
Public  School System 
School Session 1965-1966 to  1971-1972
School
1965--1<*6 1966--1967 1967--1968 I a■1969 1969-■1970 1970--1971 1971-•1972
B1 Wh B1 Wh B1 Wh B1 Wh B1 Wh B1 Wh B1 Wh
Rougon 0 18 0 18 1 17 2 19 1* 11 10 15 11 16
S t. Alma 9 0 9 0 9 0 8 2 5 2 7 1 7 1
Livonia 0 28 0 28 1 25 3 26 6 20 5 ll* 6 ll*
Valverda 9 0 9 0 9 0 7 2 5 3 9 7 11 7
Poydras 0 27 0 27 1 30 3 29 10 19 10 17 7 20
Rosenwald 61 0 63 0 60 0 61 2 53 2 56 2 53 3
Morganza 0 15 0 15 1 15 2 16 8 11 10 10 9 13
LaBarre 12 0 16 0 16 0 16 2 9 5 8 1* 7 3
Inn is 0 16 0 16 1 17 2 22 8 11* * * * *
B atchelor ^7 0 1*9 0 ^9 0 1*6 3 38 1* - - - -
Upper Pointe
Coupee 1*8 15 1*9 13
T o ta l 138 10l* 150 lot* 11*8 10l* 150 123 11*6 91 163 85 160 90
*IA sted under Upper P o in te  Coupee.
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m eeting on November 12 re fu sed  o r denied leaves o f absence fo r  a 
number o f tea ch e rs . Subsequently n in e teen  w hite teachers resigned  
t h e i r  p o s it io n s .
Table 3 shows teach e r re tirem en ts  and re s ig n a tio n s  fo r  the  
y ears  covered by th is  study . The year 1969-1970 was most s ig n if ic a n t  
regard ing  re s ig n a tio n s ; th e  number o f  re s ig n a tio n s  peaked in  th is  
school se ss io n .
Table 3
Teacher R etirem ents, R esignations, and Leaves o f Absence 
Pointe Coupee P a rish  P ublic  School System 
School Session 1965-1966 t o  1971-1972
School Session
Retirem ents Resignations Leaves o f Absence
Black White Black White Black White
May 1965 -  June 1966 0 5 1 9 0 2
Ju ly  1966 -  June 1967 0 1 1 8 0 0
Ju ly  1967 -  June 1968 0 1 2 3 0 0
Ju ly  1968 -  June 1969 0 3* 2 7 0 1
Ju ly  1969 -  June 1970 1 b 1 30 0 0
Ju ly  1970 -  June 1971 0 5 3 6 0 0
Ju ly  1971 -  June 1972 2 1 2 1 0 1
T ota l 3 20 12 6b 0 b
*These r e t i r e e s  included th e  su p e rin ten d en t, a s s is ta n t  
su p e rin ten d en t, and one p r in c ip a l .
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Teacher Retirem ents
There was no observable p a t te rn  as regards re tire m e n ts . At 
no time covered by t h i s  study were re tirem en ts  in  excess o f f iv e ,  
which occurred in  1965- 1966, 1969-1970, and 1970- 1971.
ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES
This sec tio n  deals  w ith  pe rsonnel ac tio n s  r e la t iv e  to  
su p e rv iso rs , p r in c ip a ls , and a s s i s ta n t  p r in c ip a ls  during th e  p e rio d  
under considera tion . I t  involves th e  p r in c ip a ls  and a s s is ta n t  
p r in c ip a ls  o f th e  te n  pu b lic  schools o f  th e  p a r is h  as w e ll as th e  
c e n tra l  o f f ic e  superv isory  s t a f f  and th e  Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act superv isory  s t a f f .
Supervisors
This sec tio n  deals  w ith  changes as regards su p e rv iso rs . I t  
examines changes in  number and e th n ic  involvement o f th e  c e n tra l  
o f f ic e  superv isors and th e  Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
su p e rv iso rs .
Changes in  number and e th n ic  involvem ent. In  1965 th e  school 
system o f Pointe Coupee P a rish  employed, besides th e  su p e rin ten d en t, 
a  p a rish  o r general su p e rv iso r , a  superv iso r o f sp e c ia l  se rv ice s  and 
a  v i s i t in g  teach er.
35
In  1966 a  program d ire c to r  fo r  th e  Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act was appoin ted . Formerly a  w hite  p r in c ip a l ,  he 
d ire c te d  th e  Elementary and Secondary Education Act u n t i l  Ju ly , 19&9* 
At th a t  tim e he was appointed p a rish  su p e rv iso r. His replacem ent as 
th e  Elementary and Secondary Education Act d i re c to r  was a lso  w h ite .
There were two new supervisory  p o s it io n s  c re a te d  by th e  
board to  work w ith in  th e  Elementary and Secondary Education Act in  
1969. A b lack  male classroom  teach er was appoin ted  read ing  su p e rv iso r, 
and a  w hite  male p r in c ip a l  was appointed media s p e c ia l i s t .  The board 
a lso  c rea ted  th e  p o s i t io n  of superv iso r o f elem entary in s t ru c t io n  and 
appointed a  b lack  male to  f i l l  th a t  p o s it io n  in  1970.
Since 1966 th e  superv isory  p o s itio n s  in c reased  by fo u r , th re e  
a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  the  Elementary and Secondary Education Act and one 
a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  the  school board o f f ic e . Of th e se  fo u r p o s i t io n s , 
two were f i l l e d  by w h ites and two by b lac k s . A ll p o s it io n s  in  
ex is ten ce  p r io r  to  1966 were f i l l e d  by w h ites .
P rin c ip a ls
This se c tio n  d ea ls  w ith  p r in c ip a ls .  I t  i s  involved  w ith  the  
s ta tu s  o f e x is tin g  p r in c ip a ls ,  replacem ents o f  p r in c ip a ls ,  and 
demotions o f p r in c ip a ls  to  a s s is ta n t  p r in c ip a ls .
E x isting  p r in c ip a ls . The p o s itio n s  o f p r in c ip a ls  remained 
r e la t iv e ly  s ta b le  throughout t h i s  p e rio d . There were few changes 
made and th ese  were made because o f  re tirem en ts  o r advancements in  
th e  system.
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Replacements. There were no changes made as regards e thn ic  
background o f  rep lacem ents. The p r in c ip a ls  o f  th e  b lack  schoo ls,
S t. Alma, LaBarre, V alverda, and Rosenwald, remained in  t h e i r  p o s itio n s . 
The p r in c ip a ls  o f th e  w h ite  schoo ls, Rougon, Morganza, L ivonia, and 
Poydras a lso  rem ained. The Upper P o in te  Coupee School had a b lack  
p r in c ip a l  a t  th e  B atchelor campus and a  w hite  p r in c ip a l  a t  th e  In n is  
campus. Both o f  th ese  men served in  those  a d m in is tra tiv e  p o s itio n s  
p r io r  to  in te g ra t io n .
P r in c ip a ls  made a s s i s ta n ts . In  no case was a  p r in c ip a l ,  
b lack  or w h ite , demoted to  th e  p o s it io n  a s s i s ta n t  p r in c ip a l .  As 
p rev io u s ly  s ta te d ,  a l l  ad m in is tra to rs  re ta in e d  th e  same p o s itio n s  
he ld  p r io r  to  th e  in te g ra t io n  e f fo r ts  o f 1965.
A s s is ta n t P r in c ip a ls
This s e c tio n  d ea ls  w ith  a s s is ta n t  p r in c ip a ls .  I t  examines 
th e  placement o f a s s i s ta n ts  in  r a c ia l ly  d i f f e r e n t  schools and a lso  
examines m u ltip le  a s s i s ta n ts .
White a s s i s ta n ts  in  b lack  schoo ls.  P r io r  to  1970 none o f 
th e  b lack  elem entary schools had a s s is ta n t  p r in c ip a ls .  In  1970 
V alverda Elementary had a  w hite a s s is ta n t  p r in c ip a l  added to  i t s  
a d m in is tra tiv e  s t a f f .  No b lack  secondary schools had w hite  a s s is ta n t  
p r in c ip a ls .
Black a s s i s ta n ts  in  w hite schoo ls. A ll o f th e  w h ite  schoo ls, 
Rougon, L ivon ia , Poydras, Jforganza, and In n is  had one w hite  a s s is ta n t  
p r in c ip a l  s in c e  1965. In  1970 a  b lack  a s s i s ta n t  p r in c ip a l  was added 
in  a l l  th e se  schools w ith  th e  exception  o f in n is .
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Even though In n is  and B atchelor had been considered  as one 
school w ith  two campuses s ince  1970, each had i t s  own sep ara te  
ad m in is tra tiv e  s t a f f .  These a d m in is tra tiv e  s t a f f s  were no t in te g ra te d . 
B atchelor had a  b lack  p r in c ip a l  and a  b lac k  a s s i s ta n t  p r in c ip a l .
Inn is had a  w hite  p r in c ip a l  w ith  a  w hite  a s s i s ta n t  p r in c ip a l .
M ultip le  a s s i s ta n ts . Rosenwald High School had two b lack  
a s s is ta n t  p r in c ip a ls  p r io r  to  1965. The number and rac e  o f  th e se  two 
a s s is ta n ts  remained unchanged through 1972.
Four w hite  schoo ls, Poydras, Morganza, L ivon ia , and Rougon 
gained an a d d itio n a l a s s is ta n t  p r in c ip a l  in  1970. In  each case a 
b lack  was appointed to  f i l l  th a t  p o s it io n .
RESTRUCTURING SCHOOLS
This se c tio n  deals w ith  th e  r e s tru c tu r in g  o f  e x is tin g  schools 
in  P o in te  Coupee P a rish . I t  involves th e  number o f  schools 
re s tru c tu re d  and th e  reasons fo r  th e  changes.
Number R estructu red
L ivonia and Valverda were p a ire d  in  1970. The f i r s t  s ix  
grades were lo ca ted  a t  Valverda and grades 7-12 were a t  L ivonia.
B atchelor and Inn is were considered as one schoo l, Upper 
Pointe  Coupee, w ith  two d i s t in c t  campuses. S h u ttle  buses moved th e  
s tuden ts between th e  two campuses. This u n i t  o ffe re d  two programs: 
co llege  p rep a ra to ry  and v o ca tio n a l a r t s .
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The only o th e r  change was th e  a d d itio n  o f k in d erg arten  a t  
a l l  schools w ith  elem entary d iv is io n s .
Reasons fo r  Changes
In  an attem pt to  so lve  th e  problems fac ing  th e  community, th e  
school board formed b i - r a c ia l  committees to  work on a  deseg regation  
p la n  fo r  th e  p a r is h  (S tate-T lm es; March 19, 1970). The committees 
rep re sen ted  th e  a reas o f  th e  p a r is h  where schools were lo c a te d , such 
as Livonia-V a lv e rd a , B a tc h e lo r-In n is , Mbrganza-LaBarre, Poydras- 
Rosenwald, and Rougon-St. Alma.
The f i r s t  re p o r ts  o f  th e  b i - r a c ia l  committees were p resen ted  
to  th e  school board in  June o f 1970 w ith  two o f th e  committees 
p resen tin g  th e i r  p la n s . The Llvonia-V alverda committee proposed a  
p a ir in g  of th e  two schools w ith  s ix  grades a t  each schoo l. The 
B a tch e lo r-In n is  committee proposed th a t  th e  two schools be considered  
as one school w ith  two campuses. These p roposals were accep ted  by 
th e  board and inco rpo ra ted  in  i t s  p lan  p resen ted  to  Judge West in  
August o f 1970.
Thus, one change was th e  e lim in a tio n  o f th e  elem entary grades 
a t  L ivonia which were to  be p laced  a t  V alverda. The seventh  and 
e ig h th  grades a t  V alverda were moved to  L ivonia. Another s ig n i f ic a n t  
change was th e  jo in in g  o f th e  two schools to  form the Upper P oin te  
Coupee P a rish  School.
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PRIVATE SCHOOLS
This se c tio n  d ea ls  w ith  p r iv a te  schools In  P o in te  Coupee 
P a rish . I t  Includes bo th  th e  e s ta b lis h e d  p a ro c h ia l schools and th e  
newer p r iv a te  schools. I t  a ls o  examines t h e i r  enrollm ent and t h e i r  
f a c u l t ie s .
P riv a te  Schools in  O peration in  1965
P rio r to  1965 th e re  were two p r iv a te  schools in  ex is ten ce  in  
P o in te  Coupee P a rish . Both o f  th e  schools were C a th o lic , one 
p rim a rily  w hite and th e  o th e r b la c k .
The w hite C atho lic  school was founded in  1901+ by th e  S is te r s  
o f  S t. Joseph o f Bourg and was known as S t. Joseph Academy. The 
elem entary d iv is io n  became a  p a ro c h ia l school in  i 960 and th e  h igh  
school was renamed S t. Jo sep h 's  High School. In  1962 th e  e n t i r e  
1-12 system became an in te rp a ro c h ia l  school w ith  th e  name changed to  
C atholic  High School o f P o in te  Coupee in  1963.
The school was f i r s t  in te g ra te d  in  th e  f a l l  o f 196^ w ith  
b lack  studen ts e n ro llin g  in  g rades e leven  and tw elve. In  th e  f a l l  o f 
1965 th e  b lack  enrollm ent expanded to  inc lude  th e  e n t i r e  h igh  school 
and grades one and two. T o ta l in te g ra t io n  was e ffe c te d  by th e  f a l l  
o f  1966. ELght b lack  fa c u lty  members were added in  1971 when th e  
w hite  C atho lic  school merged w ith  th e  b lack  C a tho lic  school.
Table 4 shows th e  enrollm ent f ig u re s  fo r  th e  school from 
1965 through 1972.
i*0
The b lack  C atholic  schoo l, S t. A ugustine 's , was founded in  
1931* The p a s to r  served  as p r in c ip a l  w ith  a s t a f f  o f la y  te a c h e rs .
The S is te r s  o f  th e  Holy Ghost came to  th e  school In  1950. The school 
had grades one through n ine u n t i l  1950 when the  n in th  grade was 
dropped.
In  1971 > by d iocesan  decree , th e  two C atholic  schools were 
p a ire d . A ll studen ts were th en  considered studen ts o f C a tho lic  High 
o f Fointe Coupee. The p h y sic a l p la n t o f S t. A ugustine’s was 
converted to  a  ju n io r  h igh  school housing grades seven and e ig h t o f  
th e  C atholic  High o f F o in te  Coupee system.
Table I*
P aroch ia l School Enrollm ent, Fointe Coupee P a rish  
School Session  1965-1966 to  1971-1972
Session C atho lic  High School S t. Augustine
Black White Black White
1965 - 1966 12 1*15 268 0
1966 - 1967 1* 1*10 2l*7 0
1967 - 1968 71 J*59 257 0
1968 - 1969 80 516 272 0
1969 - 1970 78 638 287 0
1970 - 1971 62 683 261 0
1971 - 1972 179 7^9 * *
*Paired w ith  C a tho lic  High School
1*1
New R rivate  Schools
The two C atho lic  schools were th e  on ly  p r iv a te  schools in  
Bointe Coupee p r io r  to  th e  f a l l  o f  1969* With th e  implementation o f 
th e  co u rt o rd ers  th a t  f a l l ,  s ix  p r iv a te  schoo.ln were organized. They 
were Tenth Ward P r iv a te , LeJeune Academy, L ivonia Academy, Old R iver 
Academy, F a lse  R iver Academy, and Is la n d  Side Academy. (See F igure 2) 
Each o f  th e se  new schools had only w hite  s tu d en ts  and fa c u lty  members.
Tenth Ward and Old River Academy o ffe re d  k indergarten  through 
grade tw elve; L ivonia Academy had grades one through tw elve; Is lan d  
Side had grades one through e ig h t; and LeJeune s ta r te d  w ith  grades one 
through s ix  th e  f i r s t  year then added grades seven and e ig h t the  
fo llow ing y e a r . Old R iver began w ith  grades one through nine then  
added grade te n  the  next year and th e  k in dergarten  and grade eleven 
th e  fo llow ing  year.
Table 5 shows th e  enrollm ent f ig u re s  fo r  the  p r iv a te  schoo ls. 
A ll  p r iv a te  schoo ls, w ith  th e  excep tion  of th e  Catholic 
schools and Livonia Academy, req u ired  a  s to ck  purchase fo r  enrollm ent. 
The s to ck  co st v a rie d  from a  low o f $25.00 to  a  high o f  $300.00 
Is la n d  Side Academy closed  a f te r  one y ear. A ll o f i t s  
equipment and m a te ria ls  were tr a n s fe r re d  to  Old River Academy. Many 















1. C atholic High School o f Bointe Coupee
2 . S t. A ugustine 's C atho lic  Elementary
School
3. Tenth Ward P riv a te  School 
k.  LeJeune Academy
5. L ivonia Acadaay
6. Old R iver Academy
7. F a lse  R iver Academy
8. Is lan d  Side Academy
Table 5
P riv a te  School E nrollm ents, P o in te  Coupee P arish  
School Session 1969-1970 to  1971-1972
School 1969-1970 1970-1971 1971-1972
Tenth Ward * 62 71
LeJeune Academy 125 86 63
L ivonia Academy 100 17I+ 86
Old R iver Academy 236 98 98
F alse  R iver Academy 369 1*37 397
Is la n d  Side Academy 60 - -
^Records no t a v a ila b le .
T u itio n  in  th ese  schools v a ried  considerab ly . The r a te s  were 
based on c o s t p e r c h ild  w ith  a  maximum co st p e r  fam ily . This went 
from a  low o f $10.00 per c h ild  w ith  a  fam ily  maximum o f $50.00 a t  
L ivonia Academy, to  a  co st o f $1+0.00 per c h ild  w ith  a  fam ily maximum 
o f $120.00 a t  F a lse  River Academy.
P riv a te  School F acu lty
The fa c u lty  o f th e  S t. Augustine School was composed o f e ig h t . 
members, f iv e  o f whom were f u l ly  c e r t i f i e d  and th re e  had temporary 
c e r t i f i c a t e s .  The f iv e  c e r t i f i e d  teach e rs  were nuns and th e  o th er 
th re e  were b lack  la y  te a c h e rs . The fa c u lty  was in te g ra te d  in  th a t  th e  
s i s t e r s  were w h ite .
wThe C atholic  High School f a c u l ty  increased  during th e  years 
o f  th e  study from a  low o f  20 f o r  th e  1965-1966 school se ss io n  to  a  
h igh  o f 50 fo r  th e  1971-1972 school se ss io n . The g re a te s t  percentage 
(88 p e rcen t) o f c e r t i f i e d  tea ch e rs  occurred  in  th e  1966-1967 school 
se ss io n  w hile  th e  low est percentage (60 p e rc en t)  occurred in  th e  
1965-1966 school se ss io n . Table 6 shows th e  teach e r c e r t i f i c a t io n  
d a ta  fo r  C atho lic  High School.
Table 6
Teacher C e r t i f ic a t io n ,  C atho lic  High School 
o f  F o in te  Coupee 
School Session 1965-1966 to  1971-1972
Session C e r tif ie d U n c e rtif ie d T o ta l
1965 -  1966 12 8 20
1966 - 1967 21 3 2k
1967 -  1968 20 If 2k
1968 -  1969 20 5 25
1969 -  1970 21 7 28
1970 - 1971 26 5 31
1971 - 1972 35 15 50
The Tenth Ward fa c u lty  remained s ta b le  in  number. The school 
continuously  employed seven te a c h e rs , one o f whom was a  r e t i r e d  
te a c h e r, and one a  non-experienced te a c h e r . Three t ra n s fe r re d  from 
th e  pub lic  schoo ls, and two tra n s fe r re d  from o th e r p r iv a te  schoo ls.
LeJeune Academy a lso  employed seven tea ch e rs . Of th ese  
seven, one was a  r e t i r e d  p u b lic  school teach e r and th e  o th e r  s ix  
were p a ren ts  who vo lun teered  th e i r  se rv ic e s .
Livonia Academy a lso  employed seven tea ch e rs . Most o f th e se  
teach ers  were young persons w ith  a t  le a s t  a  high school education . 
Very few o f th e  teach ers  had any co llege  o r teacher t r a in in g  w ith  
th e  exception  o f one r e t i r e d  pu b lic  school te ach e r. More d a ta  were 
no t a v a ila b le  from t h i s  school.
Old R iver Academy had only  one f u l ly  c e r t i f ie d  fa c u l ty  member, 
a r e t i r e d  p u b lic  school te a c h e r . The s ix  o th er teachers had 
tem porary c e r t i f i c a t io n .  Two o f th e  teach ers  tra n s fe r re d  to  th e  
school from th e  p u b lic  school system.
F alse  R iver Academy was th e  only p r iv a te  school w ith  a f u l ly  
c e r t i f i e d  fa c u l ty .  Of th e  e igh teen  members, f iv e  were r e t i r e e s  and 
th ir te e n  were e i th e r  non-experienced teach e rs  or t r a n s fe r s  from th e  
p u b lic  school system.
Is la n d  Side Academy had e ig h t fa c u lty  members. Of th e se  
e ig h t ,  only one was c e r t i f i e d ;  th e  o th er seven were p a ren ts  who 
vo lun teered  th e i r  se rv ic e s . In c id e n ta lly , th e  c e r t i f i e d  teach e r was 
only p a rt- tim e  as he worked a t  an in d u s t r ia l  p lan t in  Baton Rouge 
and devoted h is  o f f  tim e to  th e  school.
The p h y sica l p la n ts  o f  th ese  schools v a ried  trem endously. 
C onstructed in  th e  s i x t i e s ,  th e  C atholic  secondary and elem entary 
departm ents were housed in  modern masonry and s te e l  b u ild in g s . The
U6
ju n io r  h igh  d iv is io n  was housed in  a  wood-frame s tru c tu re  th a t  was 
form erly S t. Augustine Elem entary.
Tenth Ward, Old R iver, and F a lse  R iver were housed in  
aluminum s tru c tu re s . Tenth Ward had sep a ra te  b u ild in g s w ith  two 
c la sses  in  each f a c i l i t y .  Old R iver had i t s  e n ti r e  p la n t under one 
ro o f w ith  rough un fin ished  concre te  .f lo o rs . F a lse  R iver had se p a ra te  
b u ild in g s connected by covered w alks.
LeJeune Academy had two d i f f e r e n t  lo ca tio n s  bo th  of which were 
o ld  fam ily homes th a t  had been freshened  up by p a in tin g  and paneling .
Livonia Academy was lo c a te d  in  what a t  one tim e had been a  
ceramic shop and l a t e r  an a n tiq u e  shop. The p la n t co n sis ted  of 
se v e ra l wood-frame b u ild in g s  w ith  plywood o u te r w a lls . This 
establishm ent was owned and o p era ted  by an e ld e r ly  lady .
Is lan d  Side Academy probab ly  had th e  most unusual p h y sica l 
p la n t .  I t  occupied th e  bar-dance  h a l l  b u ild in g  o f th e  famed 
Jim J a r re a u 's  o f F a lse  R iver.
COMMUNITY AND PUPIL BEHAVIOR
This sec tio n  d ea ls  w ith  community and p u p il behavior during 
th e  years o f  th e  study . I t  in c lu d es r a c i a l  d is tu rb an ces , school 
c lo su re , suspensions, ex p u ls io n s , a th le t i c  ev en ts , and e x tra c u rr ic u la r  
a c t iv i t i e s .
b l
Kinds o f  R acial D isturbance
The r a c i a l  d istu rbances which occurred  w ith in  th e  schools 
were p rim a rily  on an in d iv id u a l b a s is .  The p r in c ip a ls  in d ic a te d  in  
t h e i r  in terv iew s th a t  th e  s in g le  most troublesom e a re a  was f i s t  
f ig h ts  between in d iv id u a ls  a t  th e  ju n io r  and se n io r  h igh  le v e ls .  One 
p r in c ip a l  re c a lle d  one la rg e -sc a le  f ig h t  which took  p lace  in  the  
hallw ay w hile c la sse s  were changing. The d is tu rb an ce  la s te d  two o r 
th re e  minutes and was broken up by fa c u lty  members and s tuden ts 
(Fontenot; June 20, 197*0.
The Upper F o in te  Coupee School had one r a c i a l  in c id en t on a  
s h u t t le  bus between an e igh th  grade boy and g i r l .  This re s u l te d  in  
th e  s h u t t le  system being  stopped fo r  two days (D aigrepont; June 28,
197*0*
Several schools were a ffe c te d  by p ic k e tin g  in  th e  f a l l  o f  
1969. Foydras had heavy p icke ting  fo r  se v e ra l weeks. I n i t i a l l y  th e  
p ic k e ts  came in to  th e  bu ild ing  to  s tage  a  s i t - i n ,  bu t p rim a rily  th e  
p ic k e ts  remained on th e  periphery  o f th e  school grounds. The b ig g es t 
problem here  was th a t  th e  p ick e ts  would not allow  th e  trucks 
d e liv e rin g  fo o d stu ffs  to  en te r th e  school grounds. Too, th e  companies 
supplying food to  th e  school were re lu c ta n t  to  o ffend  customers by 
cro ssing  th e  p ic k e t l in e s .  E ventually  fe d e ra l  m arsha lls  had to  be 
brought in  to  he lp  th e  school g e t i t s  food su p p lie s  d e liv e re d  (Lucia; 
June 19, 197*0.
1*8
Poydras was not th e  only school to  be p icke ted . L ivonia  had 
an a c tiv e  group a t  i t s  g a te s . The group strung  barbed-w ire acro ss  
th e  driveways to  p revent anyone from en te ring  the  grounds. The 
teach e rs  were no t fo rced  by th e  board to  t r y  to  cross th e  l in e s ;  
consequently , two or th re e  school days were lo s t  because o f  th e  
p ic k e ts  (Fontenot; June 20, 1971*)•
The p ick e tin g  a t  Rougon was d if f e r e n t .  The p ic k e ts  d id  no t 
keep any v e h ic le s  from en te rin g  th e  campus, in s tea d  th ey  walked 
between v eh ic le s  as they  en tered  th e  campus. The p r in c ip a l  expressed 
amazement th a t  th e  s h e r i f f 's  depu ties allowed th is  to  happen (Guarino; 
June 27, 1971*).
Both Inn is and Morganza a lso  had p ic k e ts . The group a t  In n is  
was q u ie t and stayed  th e re  about one week (Daigrepont; June 28 , 1971* )• 
Morganza*s p ic k e ts  he ld  on fo r  th re e  o r fou r months. The problem 
c rea ted  here  was th e  same as in  most o f th e  o ther schoo ls: food
d e liv e r ie s  were stopped (LaCoste; Ju ly  12, 197*+)•
School Closure
In most cases schools were not closed  fo r  any g re a t  p e rio d  o f 
tim e. L ivonia was th e  only school th a t  had to  shut down because o f 
th e  p ic k e ts , and th e  c lo su re  was fo r  only two or th re e  days. As 
in d ic a te d , Inn is stopped s h u tt l in g  to  B atchelor fo r  two days because 
o f  th e  bus in c id e n t. The o th er schools remained open through a l l  o f 
th e  p ick e tin g  and o th er problem s.
Suspensions and Expulsions
The e a r l i e s t  reco rds regard ing  suspensions and expulsions 
"began w ith  th e  school se ss io n  1967-1968. Tahle 7 g ives a  "breakdown 
as to  days o f  absence due to  suspension, th e  number o f  studen ts 
suspended, and ex pu ls ions . Beginning in  1970, expulsions were 
considered as in d e f in i te  suspensions.
The peak year fo r  suspensions and expulsions was 1970-1971* 
According to  one p r in c ip a l ,  th e  in crease  in  suspensions was due 
p rim arily  to  f ig h ts  and in f ra c tio n s  o f  school ru le s .  He in d ica ted  
th a t  many o f  th e  new stu d en ts  (b lack) would o f te n  wander o ff  th e  school 
campus and go in to  town (Lucia; June 19, 197*0* Suspensions were 
a lso  due to  f ig h t in g ,  improper language o r p u p il- te a c h e r  problems.
The p r in c ip a l  a t  Rougon in d ic a te d  th a t  many of th e  b la c k  studen ts were 
over-aged, 20 to  21 y ears  o ld , and those  s tu d en ts  had earned only two 
or th re e  u n i t s .  The ad m in istra to r a t  Rougon f e l t  th a t  many problems 
were caused by th e se  in d iv id u a ls  (Guarino; June 27, 197*0* 
p r in c ip a l  o f  th e  B atchelor campus had a  s im ila r  problem w ith  over­
aged s tu d en ts  and a lso  w ith  studen ts c u ttin g  c la sse s  (H urst; June 28,
197*0*
In  1967 th e  school board began keeping on f i l e  a l l  records of 
suspensions, ex p u ls io n s , and days absent due to  suspensions. 
Consequently, a l l  in c id e n ts  during th e  beginning years o f in te g ra tio n  
were recorded .
Table 7
Suspensions and Expulsions, F o in te  Coupee P a rish  
Public  School System 
School Session 1967-1968 to  1971-1972
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Rougon . mm 6 2 U98 118 9 285 113 10
S t. Alma - - -  . - - - - - - - - - - -
Livonia - - - 1 1 1 116 56 3 205 9^ 4 192 62 -
Valverda . . - - - - 19 k - k2 23 10 - - -
Boydras - - - - - - - - - 77 2 226 83 2
Rosensrald 232 12 - - - - 20 1 - - - 7 20 2 -
Morganza — - - - - - 27 - 2kO 122 9 90 50 5
LaBcrre 1 - 5 2 1 - * -
Upper Poin te  Coupee 
In n is 1^ 1 lh 3 1 15 k 60 8h 2 98 32 1
B atchelor 58 12 - - - - 8U 56 - 86 13 3 k2 7 ■ -
T otals 30U 25 0 15 k 2 308 151 3 ikko 523 ^7 953 2k9 18
*
Considered as In d e f in ite  Suspensions.
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In  p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  th e  in terv iew s th e  p r in c ip a ls  s a id  th e  
reason  th a t  th e  la rg e  numbers o f suspensions and expulsions were on 
reco rd  was th e  school hoard hegan keeping complete re c o rd s .
In  1970-1971 th e  records show th e  number o f  s tu d e n ts  suspended 
by ra c e . Table 8 shows th i s  breakdown.
Table 8
Suspensions by Race, Fointe Coupee P a rish  
Public  School System 
School Session 1970-1971
School Days Absent Students Involved Expulsions
Black White
Rougon 1+98 98 28 9
S t. Alma - - - -
Livonia 205 61 33 If
Valverda 1+2 10 3-3 -
Poydras 301+ 57 20 2
Rosenwald - - - 7
Morganza 21+0 83 39 9
LaBarre 5 2 0 1
Upper Fointe Coupee 
In n is 60 60 2l+ 2
B atchelor 86 13 0 3
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The form erly  a l l  w h ite  schools had more b lack  than  w hite  
studen ts involved in  suspensions. Of th e  b lack  schools only  one 
school kept reco rds o f  suspensions by ra c e . The records a t  t h i s  
school showed th a t  more w h ites th an  b lacks had been suspended. In  
fa c t  th i s  was th e  on ly  school in  which more w hites than  b lacks were 
suspended.
I t  should be noted  th a t  Rosenwald had seven expulsions o r 
in d e f in ite  suspensions. No f ig u re s  were given on days absen t because 
th ese  expulsions u su a lly  in d ic a te  complete exclusion  from th e  school.
A th le tic  Events
In  every case  th e  p r in c ip a ls  in d ic a te d  no changes in  
scheduling a th le t i c  ev en ts . However, one p r in c ip a l  s a id  th a t  h is  
school found i t  necessary  to  have one o r more depu ties a t  each b a l l  
game (Guarino; June 27 , 197*0•
E x tra cu rricu la r  A c t iv i t ie s
There were many changes as regards e x tra c u r r ic u la r  a c t i v i t i e s .  
The p r in c ip a l  o f Poydras in d ic a te d  th a t  w ith  th e  i n i t i a l  in te g ra tio n , 
most n ighttim e a c t iv i t i e s  were canceled . This included  dances, 
banquets, and o th e r such program s. Subsequently th e  school resumed 
some o f these  a c t i v i t i e s  such as M other-Daughter, Father-Son, and 
A th le tic  banquets. The p r in c ip a l  o f Poydras fu r th e r  in d ic a te d  th a t  
"proms" and g rad u a tio n  dances were s t i l l  being  h e ld , b u t were p a ren t 
o r club sponsored and were e n t i r e ly  o u ts id e  th e  schoo l. Cheerleader
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se le c tio n  was s e t  up on a  50-50 r a c ia l  b a s is .  Since th e  school 
e lim ina ted  v a r s i ty  fo o tb a l l  sev era l years e a r l i e r ,  homecoming 
a c t iv i t i e s  were no t involved (Lucia; Jtine 19* 197*0.
The p r in c ip a l  o f Livonia f e l t  th a t  th e re  had been no major 
problems w ith  e x tra c u r r ic u la r  a c t iv i t i e s .  He d id  in d ic a te  th a t  in  
se le c tin g  cheerleaders they  did  t r y  to  g e t an even re p re se n ta tio n  o f 
th e  races  (Fontenot; June 20, 197*0.
The p r in c ip a l  o f Rougon s ta te d  th a t  a l l  dances had been 
e lim ina ted  as e a r ly  as 1965. Other a c t i v i t i e s ,  such as o v er-n ig h t 
t r i p s ,  had been resumed since  in te g ra tio n  w ith  no problem s. E le c tio n  
to  the  s tuden t co u n cil o r cheerleader squad was based  on a  r a t i o  
rep re sen tin g  th e  b lack-w hite  r a t io  o f  s tu d en ts  invo lved . He in d ic a te d  
th a t  one l im itin g  fa c to r  was f in a n c ia l .  C heerleaders, f o r  example, 
a re  req u ire d  to  a tte n d  a summer tra in in g  camp and p rov ide  t h e i r  own 
tra n s p o r ta tio n  to  th e  team 's games (Guarino; June 27 , 197*+)•
Since dances and "proms" had been d isco n tin u ed  sin ce  1962 in  
Morganza, th e re  were no problems regarding  in te g ra t io n  i n  t h i s  a re a .
The p r in c ip a l  d id  in d ic a te  some problems w ith  c lubs such as *+-H. He 
noted two problems h e re : f i r s t ,  s tuden ts tended to  b lock  vo te  along
r a c ia l  l in e s ,  and second, as b lack  membership in c re a se d , t o t a l  
membership decreased . A lso, any membership o r p a r t ic ip a t io n  th a t  
req u ired  a  fe e  in  th e  a rea  o f $3.00 was not taken by many b lac k s . He 
a lso  in d ic a te d  th a t  cheerleader s e le c tio n , canceled  th e  f i r s t  two years 
o f  in te g ra t io n , was resumed on a  percentage b a s is  (LaCoste; Ju ly  12, 
197*+).
The o th er schoo ls, In n is ,  B atchelo r, LaBarre, Valverda, 
S t. Alma, and Roserxwald, in d ica ted  no problems w ith  a th le t ic  or 
e x tra c u rr ic u la r  a c t i v i t i e s .
Chapter If
SUMMARY, OBSERVATIONS, AND PROJECTIONS 
This chapter con ta ins a  summary o f th e  find ings o f th e  study .
PUPIL POPULATION
This sec tio n  p re sen ts  a  summary o f find ings regarding  the  
vo lun tary  tra n s fe rs  o f p u p ils ,  co u rt o rdered  tra n s fe rs  o f  p u p ils , and 
tra n s fe rs  in to /from  p r iv a te  and p a ro c h ia l schools.
Voluntary T ransfers
From the 1965-1966 school se ss io n  through the  1968-1969 school 
sess io n  a l l  in te g ra tio n  in  th e  P o in te  Coupee P arish  school system was 
done on th e  basis  o f freedom o f  cho ice . Some b lacks e le c ted  to  
t r a n s fe r  to  a l l  white schoo ls; no w hites e le c ted  to  t ra n s fe r  to  a l l  
b lack  schools. During th e  1965-1966 school se ss io n  only one b lack  in  
th e  p a rish  moved to  an a l l  w hite  school in  In n is . There were 18 
blacks who moved the  fo llow ing y e a r . In  1967-1968 th e re  were 232 
b lacks who tra n s fe rre d  and 168 t r a n s fe r re d  in  1968- 1969.
Court Ordered T ransfers
The F if th  C irc u it Court o f  Appeals, in  1969, declared  th a t  
freedom o f choice was unacceptab le  as a  b a s is  fo r  in te g ra tin g  the  
school system.
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A fte r sev e ra l months o f work th e  board subm itted a  p lan  which 
was accepted . B asica lly  i t  p laced th e  lower elementary grades (1 -3 ) 
in  th e  w hite  schools and th e  o ther elem entary grades (k-6)  in  th e  
b lack  schoo ls. The o th e r grades (7-12) would remain unchanged.
Public  re a c tio n  to  th e  p lan  was overwhelming. There were 
m assive boyco tts o f th e  w hite schools and p icke ting  o f those  schoo ls. 
The w hite  enrollm ent dropped from 2,3^6 in  1968-1969 to  255 in  
1969-1970.
Because o f th e  problems during the  1969-1970 school year th e  
F o in te  Coupee Parish  School Board subm itted  a rev ised  p lan  fo r  
in te g ra t io n .  This p lan , which was approved, d ivided the  p a r is h  in to  
f iv e  zones. The schools in  th e  various zones would be p a ired  in to  
u n i t s .  The Morganza-LaBarre and Rougon-St. Alma u n its  were id e n t ic a l .  
The elem entary s tuden ts involved would r e g is te r  a t  th e  school in  
t h e i r  a re a  bu t afterw ards could t r a n s fe r  to  th e  o ther school in  th e  
u n i t .  The high school studen ts a ttended  e i th e r  Rougon or S t. Alma. 
B atchelo r and Inn is  would be considered one school w ith  two campuses. 
Since B atchelor o ffe re d  th e  v o ca tio n a l curriculum  and Inn is th e  
c o lleg e  p rep a ra to ry , s tuden ts would a tten d  the campus which provided 
fo r  t h e i r  in te r e s t s .  Poydras and Rosenwald each re ta in ed  grades 1-12 
w ith  a ttendance based on geographical lo c a tio n . The Livonia-V alverda 
u n it  was d i f f e r e n t .  Students in  grades 1-6 attended Valverda, and 
s tu d en ts  in  grades 7-12 attended  L ivonia.
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White enrollm ents increased  a t  a l l  schools fo r  th e  1970-1971 
school year w ith  S t. Alma, Rosenwald, and LaBarre being th e  
exceptions. The same held  tru e  fo r  th e  1971-1972 school year. Black 
enrollm ents a t  a l l  schools fo r  th e  1969-1970 school year increased  
w ith  th e  exception o f Poydras, Rosenwald, and Morganza. This d if fe re d  
in  1971-1972. Poydras, Valverda, Rosenwald, and LaBarre showed an 
increase  in  en ro llm en t, w hile the o ther schools had a drop in  
enrollm ent.
T ransfers in to /from  P riv a te  and P aroch ia l Schools
Six new p r iv a te  schools were formed in  th e  summer and f a l l  of
1969. These were F a lse  River Academy, Tenth Ward P riv a te  School, Old 
River Academy, Guy Bueche, In c .,  L ivonia Academy, and LeJeune Academy. 
These schools were t o t a l ly  w hite in  fac u lty  and studen t enrollm ent.
They accounted fo r approxim ately 900 s tuden ts in  1969-1970, 850 
s tudents in  1970-1971, and 700 studen ts in  1971-1972.
Besides these  newly formed p r iv a te  schools th e re  were two 
C atholic schools in  th e  p a rish . One was a  b lack  elementary school 
and th e  o th er an in te g ra te d  school having grades 1-12. The pup il 
enrollm ent o f th e  black elementary school remained r e la t iv e ly  s ta b le .
I t  lo s t  i t s  id e n t i ty  in  1971 when i t  was p a ired  w ith  the  o ther 
C atholic  school. The la rg e r  C atholic  school showed a steady increase  
in  population  from an enrollm ent o f U65 in  1965 to  an enrollm ent of 
7^9 in  1971.
Many students attended p r iv a te  and p a ro c h ia l schools ou tside  
Pointe  Coupee P arish . In  1969 a t o t a l  o f 309 s tuden ts went to  schools 
in  East and West Baton Rouge P a rish es , Avoyelles P a r ish , S t. Landry 
P a rish , and Ib e rv i l le  P arish .
TEACHER POPULATION
This sec tio n  p resen ts a summary o f th e  d a ta  concerning 
crossover teach e rs , teacher re s ig n a tio n s , and teach e r re tire m e n ts .
Crossover Teachers
The first crossover teachers were assigned in the fall of 
1967. At that time five black teachers volunteered for assignment 
to white schools. There were more the following year because the 
school board hired teachers regardless of race to fill vacancies 
wherever needed. Consequently, there were 11 white teachers in black 
schools and 12 black teachers in white schools.
The court o rders of 19&9 provided fo r  th e  p a ir in g  o f schools 
in to  u n i ts .  Since grades were s h if te d ,  w ith in  each u n i t ,  teachers 
were to  be sh if te d  a ls o . Many of th ese  teach e rs  re fu sed  to  move and 
resigned  in s tea d .
Because of th e  aforementioned h ir in g  p ra c tic e s  o f th e  school 
board fa c u l t ie s  a t  a l l  schools were in te g ra te d  to  some ex ten t in  
1969 and in  the  follow ing years.
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Teacher R esignations
P r io r  to  1969 th e  number o f re s ig n a tio n s  was not excessive . 
There were 10 in  1965, n ine  in  1966, f iv e  in  1967, and nine in  1968.
The c o u rt o rd er o f 1969 seemed to  he th e  reason fo r  th e  31 
re s ig n a tio n s  th a t  f a l l .  The school hoard , in  the  f a l l  o f  1969, denied 
a l l  re q u e s ts  fo r  leaves o f absence, consequently many o f those 
re q u e s ts  were converted to  l e t t e r s  o f re s ig n a tio n . There were only 
n ine  re s ig n a tio n s  th e  follow ing year and four in  1971.
Teacher Retirem ents
There were no observable p a tte rn s  as regards re tire m e n ts .
ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES
This sec tio n  p resen ts  a summary o f the  find ings concerning 
su p e rv iso rs , p r in c ip a ls ,  and a s s is ta n t  p r in c ip a ls .
Supervisors
This sec tio n  p resen ts  a summary o f find ings concerning changes 
in  th e  number of superv iso rs and th e  e th n ic  involvement o f these  
changes.
Changes in  number and e thn ic  involvem ent. P rio r  to  1966 the 
p a r is h  a d m in is tra tiv e  s t a f f  consis ted  o f th e  superin tenden t, general 
su p e rv iso r , superv iso r o f genera l s e rv ic e s , and v i s i t in g  te a c h e r, a l l  
o f  whom were w hite . The school board c rea ted  an a d d itio n a l superv iso ry  
p o s i t io n  fo r  elementary in s tru c t io n  in  1970 and appointed a b lack  to  
th a t  p o s it io n .
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With th e  estab lishm en t o f th e  p o s itio n  o f d ire c to r  o f the  
Elementary and Secondary Education Act in  1966 an a d d itio n a l superv iso r 
o r program head was needed. The su p e rv iso r , appointed in  1966, and 
h is  successor, appointed in  1969* were bo th  w h ite . Two more 
superv iso rs were appoin ted  in  1969. One, th e  reading  su p e rv iso r, was 
b lack , th e  o th e r , a  media s p e c i a l i s t ,  was w h ite .
P rin c ip a ls
This se c tio n  p re se n ts  a summary o f fin d in g s  concerning 
e x is tin g  p r in c ip a ls ,  replacem ents o f e x is tin g  p r in c ip a ls ,  and 
demotions o f p r in c ip a ls  to  a s s i s ta n t  p r in c ip a ls .
E x isting  p r in c ip a ls . The p o s itio n s  o f p r in c ip a ls  remained 
r e la t iv e ly  s ta b le  throughout th e  years o f th i s  study . The only 
changes were due to  re tirem en ts  o r advancements in  th e  system.
Replacements. There were no changes as regards e thn ic  
background. Black and w hite  p r in c ip a ls  were re ta in e d  in  th e i r  
p o s itio n s .
P rin c ip a ls  made a s s i s t a n t s . In  no case was a p r in c ip a l  made 
an a s s is ta n t  p r in c ip a l .  A ll p r in c ip a ls  were re ta in e d .
A ss is tan t P rin c ip a ls
This se c tio n  p re se n ts  a  summary o f find ings concerning white 
a s s is ta n t  p r in c ip a ls  in  b lack  sch o o ls , b lack  a s s is ta n t  p r in c ip a ls  in  
w hite schoo ls, and m u ltip le  a s s is ta n t  p r in c ip a ls .
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White a s s is ta n ts  in  b lack  sch o o ls . Valverda Elementary was 
th e  only b lack  school to  have a w hite  a s s i s ta n t  p r in c ip a l  assigned .
Black a s s is ta n ts  in  w hite  sch o o ls . A ll o f th e  w hite  schoo ls, 
w ith  th e  exception  o f In n is , were assigned  a b lack  a s s is ta n t  p r in c ip a l  
in  1970.
M ultip le  a s s i s ta n ts . P r io r  to  1965 Rosenwald was th e  only 
school to  have more than one a s s i s ta n t .  In  1970 a l l  th e  w hite 
schoo ls, w ith  the  exception o f In n is ,  were assigned  a b lack  as th e i r  
second a s s i s ta n t  p r in c ip a l .
RESTRUCTURING SCHOOLS
This se c tio n  p resen ts  a summary o f  fin d in g s  concerning the  
number o f  schools re s tru c tu re d  and th e  reasons fo r  the  changes.
Number R estructu red
There were only two cases o f  re s t ru c tu r in g  in  th e  p a r is h . In 
th e  L ivonia-V alverda u n it  th e  f i r s t  s ix  grades were lo ca ted  a t  
V alverda, grades 7-12 were lo c a te d  a t  L ivonia. The o th er change was 
the  combining of In n is  and B atchelor in to  th e  Upper Poin te  Coupee 
School w ith  two campuses. This school o ffe re d  two programs: co llege
p rep a ra to ry  and vocationa l a r t s .
A ll schools w ith an elem entary program added k indergartens
in  1970.
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Reasons fo r Changes
These changes were made as a  r e s u l t  o f  the  recommendations o f 
th e  b i r a c ia l  groups rep resen tin g  th e  Livonia-Valverda a rea  and th e  
B atchelo r-Inn is a rea .
PRIVATE SCHOOLS
This se c tio n  p resen ts  a  summary of find ings concerning the  
p r iv a te  schools in  opera tion  in  1965, new p r iv a te  schools, and 
p r iv a te  school f a c u l t ie s .
P riv a te  Schools in  O peration in  1965
There were two C atholic  schools in  Pointe Coupee P a rish . One 
o f  these  was a  b lack  elem entary school which was founded in  1931» and. 
s ta f fe d  by th e  S is te rs  o f  the  Holy Ghost since 1950.
The o ther school was founded by the  S is te rs  of S t. Joseph o f  
Bourg in  1904. This school was owned and operated by th e  s i s t e r s  
from i t s  founding u n t i l  th e  elem entary d iv is io n  became p a ro ch ia l in  
i 960. The e n ti r e  school became in te rp a ro c h ia l in  1962 w ith  th e  
financ ing  becoming the  re s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f th e  church parishes i t  se rved .
These two C atho lic  schools were merged by diocesan decree in  
1971. A ll s tuden ts  were considered studen ts o f Catholic High of 
P o in te  Coupee.
New P riv a te  Schools
Six p r iv a te  schools were organized in  th e  f a l l  of 1969. They 
were Tenth Ward P r iv a te , LeJeune Academy, Livonia Academy, Old River
Academy, F a lse  River Academy, and Is la n d  Side Academy (Guy Bueche, 
Inc.)*  These schools had only w hite p u p ils  and w hite f a c u l t ie s .
Tenth Ward and Old R iver Academy o ffe red  k indergarten  through 
grade twelve; L ivonia Academy had grades one through tw elve; Is la n d  
Side had grades one through e ig h t;  and Le-Jeune s ta r te d  w ith  grades 
one through s ix  th e  f i r s t  y e a r , then  added grades seven and e ig h t the  
follow ing y ear. Old R iver began w ith  grades one through nine then  
added te n  the next year and th e  k indergarten  and grade eleven th e  
follow ing year.
With th e  excep tion  o f the  C atho lic  schools and Livonia 
Academy, a l l  th e  p r iv a te  schools req u ired  a  stock  purchase fo r  
enrollm ent. The c o s t o f s to ck  v a ried  from $25.00 to  $300.00
A ll p r iv a te  schools charged tu i t io n .  This v a ried  from a low 
o f $10.00 per c h ild  w ith  a  fam ily  maximum of $50.00 a t  Livonia 
Academy to  $lf0.00 p e r c h ild  w ith  a  fam ily  maximum o f $120.00 a t  
F a lse  River Academy.
P riv a te  School F acu lty
The f a c u l t ie s  o f th e  C atho lic  schools were composed o f bo th  
re l ig io u s  and la y  te a c h e rs . The b lack  C atho lic  elem entary school had 
an in teg ra ted  fa c u lty  s in ce  1950 because th e  s i s t e r s  were w hite and 
the  lay  fa c u lty  b lack . The w hite C atholic  school f i r s t  in te g ra te d  
i t s  fa c u lty  in  1971 when th e  school was merged w ith  th e  b lack  C atholic  
elem entary school. The tea ch e rs  in  th ese  schools were fo r  th e  most 
p a r t  fu l ly  c e r t i f i e d .  Only a  sm all number were r e t i r e d  pub lic  school 
tea ch e rs .
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Of th e  o th er school f a c u l t ie s  F a lse  R iver Academy was th e  
only school to  have a  f u l ly  c e r t i f ie d  s t a f f  o f te a c h e rs . Mast o f th e  
teach e rs  in  th e  o th e r schools were e i th e r  tem porarily  c e r t i f i e d  or 
had no c e r t i f i c a t io n  a t  a l l .  Many were v o lu n tee r p a ren ts  and 
younger h igh school g radua tes . At l e a s t  one te a c h e r , u su a lly  th e  
p r in c ip a l ,  was a  c e r t i f i e d  teach er who was a  r e t i r e d  pu b lic  school 
te ach e r o r a  teach e r who had resigned  from th e  p u b lic  schoo ls.
COMMUNITY AND PUPIL BEHAVIOR
This se c tio n  p resen ts  a summary o f th e  d a ta  concerning the  
kinds o f r a c ia l  d istu rbances in  th e  sch o o ls , school c lo su re , 
suspensions and expu lsions, changes in  th e  scheduling o f a th le t ic  
ev en ts , and changes as regards e x tra c u rr ic u la r  a c t i v i t i e s .
Kinds o f R acial D isturbance
The p r in c ip a ls  a l l  in d ic a te d  th a t  d is tu rb an ces w ith in  the  
schools were u su a lly  on an in d iv id u a l b a s is .  These were mainly 
f ig h ts  between in d iv id u a l studen ts ra th e r  th an  la rg e  group involvem ents. 
One r a c i a l  in c id e n t on a s h u tt le  bus between th e  In n is  and B atchelor 
campus re s u l te d  in  th e  stopping o f  th e  s h u t t le  system fo r  two days.
Many schools were a ffe c te d  by p ic k e ts  in  th e  f a l l  o f  1969.
The behavior o f  th e  p ick e ts  v a ried  from s i t - i n s  in  th e  Poydras High 
School b u ild in g  to  barbed-w ire strung  across th e  d riv e  a t  L ivonia to
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walking q u ie tly  a t  th e  en trances o f th e  Rougon High School campus.
In sev e ra l in stances tru ck s  d e liv e rin g  food, produce, and milk were 
barred  from en te ring  th e  school campuses.
School Closure
Livonia was th e  only school to  c lo se  during th e  f a l l  o f 1969. 
This was due to  th e  p ic k e ts  and la s te d  two or th re e  days. The 
s h u tt le  system a t  Upper P o in te  Coupee was c losed  fo r  two days, bu t
c la sses  were held  a t  th e  two campuses on those  days.
v
Suspensions and Expulsions
There were no reco rds o f  suspensions and expulsions p r io r  to  
1967. The school board re q u ire d  c lo se  records be kept on th ese  from 
th a t  tim e.
The number o f suspensions and expulsions peaked in  th e  1970- 
1971 school y ear. This was th e  f i r s t  year th a t  la rg e  numbers o f 
studen ts were a tten d in g  school in  a  h e av ily  in te g ra te d  s i tu a t io n .
Suspensions were due p r im a rily  to  f ig h tin g , in f ra c tio n s  o f 
school r u le s ,  improper language, o r p u p il- te a c h e r problem s. Two 
p r in c ip a ls  in d ica ted  th a t  se v e ra l o f t h e i r  suspensions involved over­
aged studen ts w ith  few c re d i ts  earned.
For the  1970-1971 school year th e  records showed th a t  th e  
w hite schools had a  la rg e r  number o f b lack  s tuden ts suspended than  
w hite stu d en ts . Valverda was th e  only b lack  school to  show suspensions 
by race  and i t  in d ic a te d  more w hites than  b lacks suspended.
A th le tic  Events
There were no schedule changes in d ica ted  by th e  p r in c ip a ls .  
The presence o f a  deputy s h e r i f f  a t  h a l l  games was mentioned as 
needed hy one p r in c ip a l .
E x tra cu rr icu la r  A c tiv i t ie s
Poydras High School in d ic a te d  th a t  most school-sponsored 
n igh ttim e a c t iv i t i e s  such as banquets and dances were canceled when 
th e  school was i n i t i a l l y  in te g ra te d . Subsequently some o f th e se  were 
resumed.
Most schools in d ic a te d  th a t  many a c t iv i t ie s  such as dances 
had been e lim inated  p r io r  to  in te g ra t io n . They a lso  in d ic a te d  th a t  
dances when he ld  were being sponsored by groups who were no t 
a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  th e  school.
Cheerleader s e le c tio n  was smother a rea  d iscussed . Most 
schools in d ic a te d  th a t  s e le c tio n  was on a  percentage b a s is  by ra c e . 
Another l im ita t io n  was one o f finem ce. One school req u ired  i t s  
cheerleaders to  a tten d  summer camp w ith  th e  in d iv id u a l s tuden t 
resp o n sib le  fo r  financ ing  her way. This tended to  e lim in a te  b lacks 
from being ch ee rlead e rs .
Finances a lso  played a ro le  in  o th e r a reas . I f  club 
membership or p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  an a c t iv i ty  requ ired  th a t  th e  
s tuden t bear* th e  f in an c es , many b lacks would not jo in  or p a r t ic ip a te  
because they  could not a ffo rd  i t .
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SOME OBSERVATIONS AND PROJECTIONS
l i s t e d  below a re  se v e ra l observations and p ro je c tio n s . They 
a re  based on observations and im pressions gained by th is  w r i te r  
through h is  re sea rch  and in te rv iew s.
1. Since th e  i n i t i a l  year o f  cou rt ordered in te g ra tio n  
th e  schools o f P o in te  Coupee P a rish  have grown in  p u p il enro llm ent.
I t  seems sa fe  to  say th a t  th e  p u b lic  school enrollm ent w i l l  continue 
to  in c rease  i f  th e  p re se n t school s i tu a t io n s  a re  re ta in e d . F u rthe r 
in te rv e n tio n  by th e  c o u rts  could again  d is ru p t th e  schoo ls.
2 . The number o f  re s ig n a tio n s  was s ig n if ic a n t  only in  1969, 
and only w ith  w hite  te a c h e rs . The number o f re tirem en ts  was never 
la rg e , thus no conclusions can be drawn about th e  e f fe c ts  o f 
in te g ra tio n  on re tire m e n ts .
The same can be sa id  about leaves o f absence. Of course i t  
should be remembered th a t  th e  board re fu sed  to  g ran t any leaves fo r  
the  1969-1970 school se ss io n . The teach e r popu lation  should remain 
s ta b le ,  as i t  has been, un less  th e re  a re  some fu r th e r  changes in  the  
e x is tin g  schoo ls.
3. The appointment o f a  b lack  superv iso r and b lack  Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act personnel marked th e  h ig h es t le v e ls  to  
which b lacks were appoin ted . There were se v e ra l b lack  a s s is ta n t  
p r in c ip a ls  appoin ted  to  serve  in  w hite  schoo ls, whereas only one w hite  
was appointed to  th a t  p o s i t io n  in  a b lack  school. I f  and when more
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w hite s tuden ts axe p laced  in  predom inantly b lack  high sch o o ls , some 
w hite a s s is ta n t  p r in c ip a ls  w i l l  l ik e ly  be appointed to  se rv e  in  
these  schoo ls. No ad m in is tra to r  was demoted in  any way during  th e  
p eriod  under study.
4 . The changes made in  the s tru c tu re  of the schools were 
minimal w ith  th e  Livonia-V alverda u n it  being the  only change. This 
involved th e  p lac ing  o f grades K-6. a t  Valverda and grades 7-12 a t  
L ivonia.
There i s  the  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f th e  Morganza-LaBarre u n i t  and 
the  Rougon-St. Alma u n i t  being  changed. This might invo lve  p lac in g  
some p o rtio n  o f  the  elem entary grades a t  LaBarre and S t. Alma w h ile  
the  o ther grades would be assigned to  Morganza and Rougon re s p e c t iv e ly . 
The Upper Pointe Coupee School w i l l  p oss ib ly  change. The problems 
p resen ted  by s h u ttlin g  a re  many, p rim arily  the  g rea t lo ss  o f  school 
tim e. The Inn is campus could become a lower elementary campus, w hile  
th e  B atchelor campus w i l l  house the  o ther grades.
The Poydras-Rosenwald u n it  should be th e  most l ik e ly  to  change. 
Both schools a re  loca ted  w ith in  the c i ty  l im its  of New Roads and a re  
lo ca ted  w ith in  a m ile o f each o th er. They both have grades K-12 and 
d u p lica te  c u rr ic u la r  o ffe r in g s .
5. The p r iv a te  sch o o ls , founded in  1969> axe f ° r  th e  most 
p a r t ,  su ffe rin g  from decreasing  enrollm ents. Even th e  most p rosperous, 
jblse River Academy, had a  drop in  enrollm ent in  1972.
Two o f the  sch o o ls , LeJeune and Is la n d  S ide, no longer e x is t .  
Tenth Ward, Livonia Academy, and Old R iver Academy w i l l  l ik e ly  
continue to  e x is t  fo r  as long as p a ren ts  a re  w illin g  to  send th e i r  
ch ild ren  to  such schoo ls. The teach ers  in  these  schools a re  working 
fo r  l i t t l e  pay and w ith  poor f a c i l i t i e s .  The p r in c ip a l  of Old River 
g e ts  whatever monies a re  l e f t  over each month, sometimes le s s  than  
$5.00 (Smith; May 19, 197*0.
Although th e  C a tho lic  school i s  p ro sp e rin g , th e  fu tu re  holds 
some doubt. The S is te r s  o f  th e  Holy Ghost were withdrawn a t  th e  end 
o f the  1973-197^ school se ss io n  and th e  S is te r s  o f  S t. Joseph w i l l  
leave th e  high school a f t e r  th e  197*+-1975 school se ss io n . The 
S t. Joseph s i s t e r s  w i l l  rem ain in  th e  elem entary school. The 
necessary increase  in  tu i t i o n  might reduce enrollm ents considerab ly .
6 . As regards p u p il  b eh av io r, th e  school system was indeed 
fo r tu n a te . The g re a te s t  problem , w ith  th e  1969 school se ss io n , was 
the  p icke ting  and b o y co ttin g . The problems w ith  s tu d en ts  were 
minimal from f i r s t  in te g ra t io n  through th e  end o f th e  p e riod  included 
in  th i s  study.
The number of suspensions and expulsions seem c o n s is te n tly  
la rg e  from 1969 through 1972. This could be caused by in d iv id u a l 
studen t c o n f l ic ts  or by th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  school board , s ta r t in g  in  
1969, requ ired  th a t  a ccu ra te  reco rds be kep t r e la t iv e  to  such a c tio n s .
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E x tracu rricu la r a c t iv i t i e s  a re  re tu rn in g  to  p re - in te g ra tio n  
s ta tu s ,  w ith  th e  exception of dances. C lubs, c la s s  t r i p s ,  and 
cheerleader squads a re  on th e  in c rease  in  form ation  and membership. 
This should continue as tim e p ro g resses .
7 . Pointe Coupee P arish  i s  re tu rn in g  to  a  q u ie te r  s i tu a t io n  
in  th a t  "normalcy" seems to  be re tu rn in g  to  th e  schoo ls. The 
p r in c ip a ls  interview ed a l l  expressed g re a t optimism fo r  th e  fu tu re .  
They a l l  f e l t  th a t  th e re  i s  a  g re a t d e s ire  on th e  p a r t  o f  s tu d e n ts , 
teach e rs  and paren ts to  g e t on w ith  th e  b usiness o f educating 
c h ild ren .
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